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Central African Republic 


UFAC Created To Help Organize Fair Elections 


AB2105212793 Paris AFP in French 1435 GMT 
20 May 93 


[Text] Libreville, 20 May (AFP)}—The Union of Forces 
Devoted to Change [UFAC] has just been created in the 
Central African Republic in order to ““make the neces- 
sary efforts that will lead to the holding of free and fair 
presidential and legislative elections before the end of 
July,” a communique from the newly created party said 
on 20 May in a release to AFP in Libreville. 


The UFAC was created at the end of a meeting held on 
19 May in Bangui at the initiative of the Central African 
Human Rights League chaired by Mr. Nicolas Tiangaye, 
the communique added. 


The union brings together—and this for the first time 
since the cancellation of the 25 October 1992 elections 
following irregularities—the majority of the opposition 
parties that were up to now “torn by dissensions.” 


The statement is signed among others by Mr. Etienne 
Goyemide from the Support Committee for independent 
presidential candidate David Dacko and two other can- 
didates in the elections, Mr. Ange Felix Patasse and 
Professor Abel Goumba. 


The statement made by the new union notes “the insti- 
tutional void created at the end of the mandate of the 
parliamentarians on 31 August 1991, on the one hand, 
and that or the president of the Republic, Mr. Andre 
Kolingba on 28 November, on the other hand.” The 
union strongly protests the “arbitrary, unilateral, and 
unjustified setting of the dates for the elections for 17 
October this year by the public authorities, and rises 
against the coalition of the Central African Democratic 
Rally and the Democratic Socialist Party that is aimed at 
dodging the verdict of the polls.” 


In conclusion, the UFAC denounces “the daily scan- 
dalous degradation of the living conditions of all the 
social classes, the spectrum of a third invalid academic 
year, as well as the daily social troubles, an indication of 
national turmoil.” 


It is for these reasons that “the active forces of the nation 
(political parties, trade unions, associations, religious 
bodies, liberal professions, and independent political 
personalities) met on 19 May to create the UFAC,” the 
statement further says. 


The new union will struggle to “set up emergency legal 
institutions to ensure a sensible managemeni of national! 
affairs in a free, democratic, and sovereign country,” the 
statement concluded. 


On his part, Mr. Tiangaye said at the opening of the 
meeting that the current government “had no legiti- 
macy,” that “the National Assembly no longer existed,” 
and that “justice was in the hands of the current regime.” 
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He also recalled that the civil servants have not been 
paid for more than eight months and said that “all the 
ingredients were there to trigger a conflict.” 


Congo 


Grenade Explodes at Opposition Minister’s Home 


AB2405 182093 Paris AFP in French 1243 GMT 
24 May 93 


[Text] Brazzaville, 24 May (AFP)}—A grenade exploded 
last night at the private residence of Congolese Trade 
Minister Gabriel Bokilo, causing “‘slight’’ material 
damage, a member of Mr. Bokilo’s security staff told 
AFP. 


According to the security agent, the grenade exploded at 
0100 inside Mr. Bokilo’s house, which is located in the 
administrative district. The explosion slightly damaged 
the left door of Mr. Bokilo’s private car and the fence of 
the house, an AFP correspondent observed. 


“It was an attack, because after the grenade exploded, | 
heard a car parked near Mr. Bokilo’s house drive away,” 
the security agent said, adding that the minister was in 
his bedroom at the time of the explosion. 


Mr. Bokilo is one of the 12 ministers of the opposition 
coalition within the government of Prime Minister 
Claude Antoine Dacosta. He was a candidate in the 2 
May early elections in Mokassa in the north of the 
country. 


According to the results published by the Interior Min- 
istry, which the opposition is comvesting, he was defeated 
by Jean Michel Bokamba-Yangouma, secretary general 
of the Congolese Trade Union Confederation, which 1s 
the largest labor union federation in the country 


According to a well-informed source, the police have 
begun an investigation into the incident. 


Gabon 


National Assembly Bureau Selected 


AB2505071093 Libreville RTG Chaine Nationale Radio 
Network in Frewch 1200 GMT 21 May 93 


[Excerpts] The new National Assembly bureau has been 
made public. Honorable Eloi Chambnier Rahandi of the 
Gabonese Democratic Party [PDG], who was the 
interim speaker after the resignation of Jules Bourdes 
Ogouliguende, was elected with 74 votes in his favor. 
The other members of the bureau were also elected at 
yesterday's plenary session. They include seven vice 
presidents, nine secretaries, and two questors. The 
number of bureau members 1s now higher than last year. 
For some legislators, this increase is unjustified. [passage 
omitted] 


For (Adji Zouwadamba), chairman of the PDG parlia- 
mentary group, there was a concensus on the issue: 


[Begin recording] [(Zouwadamba)] It was a proposal by 
all the chairmen of the parliamentary groups. They made 
the proposa! at the plenary session of the National 
Assembly. 


[Unidentified reporter] Why? 


[(Zouwadamba)] We did so because politics is the art of 
making use of opportunities. We previously had four 
parliamentary groups. Now we have six. When pre- 
senting each bureau, all the political leanings of the 
groups must be representated. The second reason is that 
this representation must take the weight of each group 
into account. For that reason, if we limit the number of 
bureau members to 15, there are groups that will be 
underrepresented in relation to their number, so we all 
reached an agreement. 


[Reporter] Have you considered the financial effect that 
it will have on the country’s economy? 


[(Zouwadamba)] That does not entail much. It is not 
because of 4.8 million CFA francs a month that the state 
will go bankrupt. The additional expenditure is 4.8 
million CFA francs for the three new posts. It is is 
therefore insignificant for the coffers of a country. 


[Reporter] Some people say you have also chosen to 
increase the number of the groups to reach a consensus 
in order to favor certain minority groups within the 
Opposition. 

{(Zouwadamba)] Our role is not to favor minority groups 
in the opposition. No! Why should we want to favor 
people who are opposed to us? It is a consensus among 
the six parliamentary groups. In this respect, we are in 
complete agreement. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Parties Agree on Points Concerning Military 


EA2405205093 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in French 1115 GMT 
24 May 93 


[Text] In Arusha, northern Tanzania, the aim of ending 
discussions on the military problem last week was not 
achieved. Balthazar Nduwayezu has more: 


[Begin Nduwayezu recording] The aim of solving the 
military question by the end of the week was not 
reached. Throughout last week the representative of the 
Tanzanian president, who is acting as the facilitator, 
held intensive consultations with the two parties. It was 
only yesterday that a plenary session was held during 
which the facilita‘or presented some points of consensus 
on which the two parties had reached an agreement. The 
points are related to the disengagement of the Army, the 
demilitarization of Kigali, and the protection of civil and 
military authorities. 
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Regarding the disengagement, the two sides agreed that 
the respective forces will be gathered at assembly points 
situated in respective zones, to be separated by a buffer 
zone. The demarcation of the zones will be the respon- 
sibility of the neutral international force in consultation 
with the staff headquarters of the two parties. Heavy 
weapons will be stocked at points away from the 
assembly points of the soldiers. However, light arms will 
be stocked in warehouses at the assembly points of each 
side’s soldiers. 


Conerning the demilitarization of Kigali, the two parties 
recognized that Kigali, as the country’s capital, is the 
center of the entire implementation process of the peace 
accord. Therefore, the security of the town must be 
assured so as to guarantee the protection of the civilian 
population and the transitional civilian and military 
authorities. That is why there is a need for an adequate 
and efficient neutral international force to guarantee the 
security of the town. 


It was agreed that after the signing of the peace agree- 
ment the international force will send an assessment 
team to Kigali. This team will effect the demarcation of 
the assembly zones and the buffer zone; to identify the 
assembly points, the weapons storage points, and the 
area of the military installations of Kigali; and to see how 
to ensure the security of Kigali, taking into account the 
military installations situated in the capital, which will 
have to be treated either as assembly points or storage 
points. The assessment mission will have to be followed 
by the deployment of the neutral international force in 
the country and Kigali, and the establishment of the high 
council of the Army and the high council of the Gen- 
darmerie. The two organs will hold their first meeting in 
the buffer zone. 


In the framework of the deployment of the future 
national army, the two sides will have to determine the 
size of the units which will be installed in Kigali. Half 
this number will undergo two- month joint training, at 
the end of which it will be deployed in Kigali. The other 
half will receive joint training so that the Kigali military 
camps will be free to receive the first half. The camps will 
then be free from any nonintegrated element. It is at this 
time that the Rwandan Patriotic Front officials who will 
be part of the transitional institutions will come to Kigali 
under the escort of the neutral international force. The 
transitional institutions would then be formed. 


Concerning the protection of the civilian and military 
authorities, it should be recalled that this will be assured 
by the Republican Guard, a unit of the Gendarmerie. 
The two sides agreed that the training of the Republican 
Guard will begin at the same time as the formation of the 
first contingent of the integrated army. Before the guard 
is foi.aed, each side will assure the security of its own 
officials. 


These are the points of agreements from last week. 
Ambassador Mpungwe [the facilitator’s representative] 
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promised that he would present the points of agreement 
in written form for the attention of the two delegations. 


Today the two delegations met to study two documents, 
one related to the training of the national army and the 
other on the disciplinary regime in the future national 
army. This week discussions on the pending points will 
continue, especially regarding the Gendarmerie. 


It is worth noting that in Arusha there was reaction to the 
assassination of Emmanuel Gapyisi. News of the assas- 
sination was received in Arusha with amazement and 
indignation. It was condemned by the two parties, which 
see it as a political gesture directed against both the 
democratic and peace processes. 


Zaire 


Opposition Leader Previews Peace Negotiations 


BR2405 143493 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
19-20 May 93 p 2 


{Interview with Zairian opposition party leader Kibassa 
Maliba by Colette Braeckman; place and date not given: 
“On Negotiations in Zaire”’] 


[Text] [Braeckman] You are president of the UDPS 
{Union for Democracy and Social Progress], the major 
Zairian opposition party which belongs to the Sacred 
Union. Last January, your son was killed by soldiers 
under atrocious circumstances. (They poured gasoline 
over him.) How did you interpret this attack? 


[Maliba] It signals that in Zaire the struggle has become 
especially fierce: In the past, attacks were always con- 
cealed. They were focused on rank-and-file militants 
without touching the leaders very much. This time, as 
the president is fighting with his back against the wall, no 
one is safe to him. We are all in danger. 


[Braeckman] How do you envision the negotiations that 
must resume on Wednesday [26 May]? 


[Maliba] I really ask myself what there still is to nego- 
tiate. For me, the announcement of this so-called nego- 
tiation had been linked to the ACP [African, Caribbean, 
and Pacific countries] meeting in Brussels. As Mobutu 
thought that ine stakes were high, he wanted to make 
some concession sO as to give some arguments to those 
who supported recognition of the delegation sent to the 
meetings by his prime minister. Deep duwn, however, 
nothing changed. I am certain that Mobutu will again 
hold all the cards because in Brussels he obtained what 
he desired. The mediation by the OAU [Organization of 
African Unity}, which is not the first, without doubt will 
lead to nothing. You know, the OAU has a bad reputa- 
tion in Zaire. 


[Braeckman] Nevertheless, the meeting on Wednesday 
was announced by Archbishop Monsengwo himself. 
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{[Maliba] Of course, but you should be aware that Mon- 
sengwo went to Mobutu in Gbadolite on Saturday to 
meet the president, although the High Council of the 
Republic and its vice president, Mr. Ileo, had explicitly 
forbidden this step. 


{[Braeckman] He undoubtedly wants to calm spirits, play 
his role as mediator, and advocate reconciliation. 


{[Maliba] We sacrificed everything to this famous recon- 
ciliation. It was on this basis that the national confer- 
ence, of which people expected so much, was quickly 
stopped: The reports on the assassinations, on the ill- 
gotten goods, and the report of the political commission, 
of which I was spokesman, were never published. All this 
was to save Mobutu. And what did we get in exchange? 
We had hoped up until the last minute that he would 
attend the final meeting of the national conference, that 
he would ask the people's forgiveness, in brief that he 
would submit to the transition. Nothing came of all that; 
we obtained nothing. We lost 16 months trying to bring 
about an impossiovle reconciliation, and how many 
people in the country died during that time? A direct 
confrontation will inevitably result in a lot of casualties; 
we will mourn them every day, including within my own 
family. 


[Braeckman] In the West, the silence and moderation of 
Prime Minister Tshisekedi are surprising at times. Why 
so much discretion? 


[Maliba] I believe that Etienne Tshisekedi thinks that it 
does no good to announce measures that are not work- 
able, to make decisions that will not be followed by 
specific actions. That is why he often chooses to remain 
silent. For a long time now, Archbishop Monsengwo has 
served as intermediary between the prime minister and 
the president. 


{[Braeckman] You, yourself, come from Shaba. What ts 
the situation in that province? 


[Maliba] Stil! very bad. There are tens of thousands of 
refugees who are attempting to return to Kasai. How- 
ever, a movement is becoming apparent against those 
who provoked these troubles. People feel that they were 
manipulated by the tribal militias created by Governor 
Kiungu, appointed by Mobutu and Nguza-Karl-l- Bond. 
These militias are made up of young, male drug addicts 
who sow violence and death, but it 1s not a popular 
movement. 


[Braeckman] Does the specter of intertribal fighting not 
weigh on Zaire? 


{[Maliba] It is a false threat. If it were real, the whole 
country would be have been set ablaze already. In reality, 
some people wanted to provoke these conflicts. In Shaba 
and northern Kivu, some troubles actually broke out, but 
they were not severe. People do not fight spontaneously. 
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AB2405 162093 Kinshasa Voix du Zaire in French 1800 
GMT 23 May 93 


[Speech by Prime Minister Faustin Birindwa at recep- 
tion hosted in honor of members of the High Council of 
the Republic, in Kinshasa on 23 May—recorded] 


[Text] Honorable High Council of the Republic [HCR] 
members, ministers, ladies and gentlemen: I must sin- 
cerely admit that I am moved. I am moved by the good 
and highly amicable statement just made by your repre- 
sentative. The role of an advisor is to give good advice, 
and that is the role the people expect of you. I am deeply 
touched by your gesture, namely, the reception hosted in 
honor of your colleagues in government, because it really 
demonstrates your readiness to give good advice to 
everybody. 


As you rightly said, I have promised security, first for 
persons and then for their property. The terms persons 
and property are Western, because in our country many 
people no longer have any property. But let us keep to 
the usual terminology and let us talk about the security of 
persons and their property. Even if this property is 
reduced to the strictest minimum, it still remains each 
person’s property, and should be protected by the 
authorities. 


Your very short speech is full of questions, which the 
government owes it a duty to answer. We will start from 
the beginning, that is, by this transition period. The 
transition officially started with the 24 April 1990 
address—that is exactly three years and, very soon, one 
month ago. We held a national conference which lasted 
over a year and a half. There are people left to their own 
fate—mothers, fathers, and students—who are still here, 
simply in answer to a cal! by the nation to come and 
solve national issues. 


This conference, which was the longest in Africa, if not 
in the world, ended its deliberations, certainly a bit too 
hastily, unfortunately. It ended too hastily in the sense 
that we did not have time to anticipate what happened 
later. In fact, we failed, namely to resolve the major 
issues. We failed, first, to get together without leaving 
anyone out, and we failed to prevent the creation of two 
camps in the process. If we had suspended the delibera- 
tions for one week to allow those who had been excluded 
in, I believe we would have done a useful job and this 
would have spared us the subsequeiit delays. Let us not 
weep over the past, but let us leave that to history. 


Your spokesman talked abou‘ transitiona! institutions. I 
would henceforth like you to serve as the government's 
mouthpiece to propagate the new concept of the transi- 
tional institutions. What did we speak of in the act on the 
constitutional provisions of the trarisition period? We 
spoke of the Presidency of the Republic, the government, 
and the HCR, of course, including the traditional 
authority of courts and tribunals. Heze too, since we 
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fin’shed thc deliberations too quickly, we did not, per- 
haps, bother to thoroughly examine the texts we worked 
cut. The first text, which we failed to analyze in detail, is 
that om compromises. Concerning the compromisés, all 
those who attended the conference throughout did not 
ever agree on how to call the constitutional text of the 
tr2:.sition, and in our efforts for a compromise, a bad 
one was achieved. What was it? 


First, this compromise says that for the president of the 
Republic to be committed to the national conference 
decisions, he should first sign the documents but he was 
never giver the opportunity to sign them, and he has 
never signed them. So, it is therefore questionable for us 
to continue to say that he should get involved with these 
documents whereas we have told him ourselves that in 
order for him to be involved he needs to sign the 
documents first. 


The second mistake due to hasty decisions was our 
statement in the act on the constitutional provisions to 
the effect that parliament was in recess. | do not know if 
the notion of indefinite recess exists. Perhaps it does, but 
unlimited recess is tantamount to dismissal or removal, 
and let us call a spade a spade. None of these two words 
was used. It was simply said that parliament was in 
recess. At a certain time, the officer who convenes 
parliamentary sessions concluded by saying that, well for 
me the recess is over, and he convened parliament to 
resume its session. 


The third case of carelessness and mistake in our text is 
that at a certain time, we catied for a complete and 
definitive repeal of the ConvAitution in force to avoid 
precisely that two texts govern us. Here too, in our haste, 
we forgot to do this, and as a result, for some time, we 
put the country in a unique si\uation of claiming to have 
two constitutions. 


Concerning the Constitution, you are no longer all pow- 
erful conference men with sovereign decisions. You have 
become legislators; you have become parliamentarians 
of the Republic with the duty not only to pass bills into 
laws, but first and foremost, to be the first to ensure that 
the laws are observed. Respecting the law is a duty for 
legislators. Today, there is a Constitution called a Har- 
monized Act, which governs the Republic. This Act was 
signed and promulgated by the one who, in every 
country of the world, is the only person competent to do 
so, namely the head of state. One cannot recognize a 
head of state on the one hand and disown his signature 
on the other. I would like to stress this because it 1, basic. 
This is to say that certain HCR members should not 
continue to believe that we still have two legislative 
texts. I am not judging the contents of the texts because 
as SOON as a text is signed into law, it is not disputed; it 
is executed, whether we like it or not. Since the laws are 
made by us—by inen for us men—if there are some bad 
articles, it is up to us to amend them. But, so long as they 
have not been amended, unfortunately, they are consid- 
ered as laws in force, and laws cannot be disputed. 
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You referred to harmony among transitional institu- 
tions, and I would like to stress that since the parliament 
in recess has resumed work, whenever you speak of 
institutions, you should not forget about what we stated 
at the conference and mentioned in the act—which did 
not have the chance to be either signed or promulgated— 
that during the transition there would be no opposition, 
but cooperation in everything. 


We further said that the transition would try to reflect 
the Third Republic as much as possible, yet in every- 
body’s view, the Third Republic is more or less likely to 
be one with a two-house parliament, namely a senate and 
an assembly, the two units, making the Parliament of the 
Republic. I think it is up to you to play the game. It is no 
longer politicians who should play the game as some 
people claim. You, the elected representatives, are rather 
the ones who should play the game at the two levels. In 
other words, I, personally, believe that should any 
problem arise, it would only exist between the two 
houses. It would, therefore, be up to you to know which 
modus vivendi to adopt to quickly lead the country to 
the final stage of the transition, namely the elections 
which you and ail of us will contest to enable the best to 
win. 


International Flights Resume 22 May 


AB2505063093 Kinshasa Voix du Zaire in French 1230 
GMT 22 May 93 


{Text} International flights are gradually resuming 
throughout the national territory. Yesterday Ndjili Inter- 
national Airport recorded the landing of a Nigerian 
Airways flight after a four-month absence. Here are more 
details from our reporter: 
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[Begin recording} [Unidentified reporter] [Word indis- 
tinct] days experienced in our country in January this 
year have become a reality. Efforts made by the RVA 
[expansion unknown] in the air transport sector have 
now been made concrete by the gradual resumption of 
international flights in Zaire. A Nigerian Airways flight 
landed this morning at Ndjili International Airport, 
resuming air traffic in our country. This arrival shows 
that our country is not facing any air insecurity problem 
and remains a huspitable country ready to welcome all 
foreigners. 


On the list of foreign air companies ready to resume their 
flights in Zaire is an Ethiopian Airlines plane scheduled 
to arrive on 4 June. We hope that European flights will 
follow suit. 


Mr. Mukona Mukoko, acting managing dit ctor at Ndjili 
International Airport, expressed his views and called on 
reluctant Zairian companies to resume their flights: 


{[Mukoko] All the conditions are present for a safe 
resumption of flights. The control services are very 
efficient. Passengers and their iuggage are thoroughly 
searched, and the safety of r~ srved zones are ensured. 
We meet all the international air security demands. Our 
air traffic control services are cautious and efficient. 
Work was completed recently on the tarmac, and we 
have [words indistinct] and radios. Approach lights and 
airport beacons are all working fine, and the airport is 
fully operational at night. We are expecting an Ethiopian 
Airlines flight very soon, on 4 June, and we hope that it 
will be followed by other airlines soon. [end recording] 


Eritrea 


President Speaks at Independence Celebration 
EA2405210593 Asmera Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrigna 2025 GMT 23 May 93 


[Speech by Eritrean President Isayas Afewerki at cele- 
brations in Asmera prior to the official declaration of 
Eritrean independence—live] 

[Excerpts] Your Excellency Hassan Gouled Aptidon, 
president of the Republic of Djibouti; Your Excellency 
General "Umar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir, president [title 
as heard] of Sudan; Your Excellency Meles Zenawi, 
president of the Transitional Government of Ethiopia; 
Your Excellencies the leaders and representatives of 
friendly countries and region! organizations; honorable 
parents, brothers and sisters: 


I am ‘elichted to be in front of you and thank all the 
invited guests who are present here to celebrate with us 
this special occasion—the independence of Eritrea and 
the official raising of its national flag. 1 want to congrat- 
ulate the Eritrean people, combatants, and friends on 
Eritrean independence. 


Except for the last two years, the Eritrean people have 
lived for the past century under bondage and coloniza- 
tion. At a time when most colonized people had achieved 
their independence, the Eritrean people were not only 
still deprived of their rights, but, because they did not 
have international support in their struggle for their 
rights, were forced to remain in bondage for another 30 
years. Even when they had liberated their country, the 
Eritrean people waited for another two years before 
holding their referendum in the presence of the United 
Nations and the international community. 


In their referendum the Eritrean people proved to the 
international community their ability and discipliue. 
The independence which will be declared shortly, at 
midnight on 24 May, will be remembered forever as the 
end of Eritrea’s suffering. The struggle we have gone 
through was bitter but, at last, peace, justice, and sta- 
bility have prevailed. We will raise our flag on the 
unshakeable pole of truth. 


Today we are closing one chapter in our history and are 
opening a new and hopeful one. We have achieved 
victory in the war after paying a huge sacrifice. We also 
succeeded in the referendum, but that is not the end. We 
are now going to face a huge problem—the reconstruc- 
tion of our country, which has been devastated by the 
war, and the improvement of our economy. [passage 
omitted] 


The reconstruction of the European countries which 
were ruined in World War II required massive financial 
support. Even if the Eritrean pecple are working hard to 
rehabilitate their country’s economy, it will be difficult 
without the support of the international community. On 
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behalf of the Eritrean people and government, | there- 
fore cali on the international community to assist the 
Eritrean people. 


Honorable invited guests, parents, brothers, and sisters: 
Even though the main task of the Eritrean Government 
is to rehabilitate the devastated economy, as peace, 
stability, and democracy are the basis for economic 
development, we take them as the foundation of our 
policy. Our policy on human rights and democracy is 
clear and unshakeable. We are working to give priority to 
the establishment of democratic institutions. One of the 
main tasks of the transitional period, which will last for 
four years, will be to form democratic [word indistinct] 
or a constitution. 


On this basis we will work hard to establish laws and 
regulations which guarantee the formation of a govern- 
ment which will be based on multipartyism and be 
elected by the people in a democratic manner for the first 
time in the history of Eritrea. 


The efforts which are under way in Eritrea to strengthen 
peace, democracy, and economic development are 
closely linked to the [word indistinct] and developments 
of our region. We have been working hard to establish 
good economic cooperation with the countries in our 
region, because these countries, like all countries in the 
world, cannot isolate themselves and then expect to live 
peacefully and overcome their economic problems. It is 
clear that it will take time to establish economic cooper- 
ation on a regional level. 


We wish to strengthen current relations with our neigh- 
bors. Concerning relations between Ethiopia and Eritrea, 
as they have a longstanding basis and severing them 
would not benefit the two peoples, it is the wish of the 
Eritrean people and government that they have relations 
with Ethiopia based on mutual respect and benefit. At a 
tume when the issue of independence has brought killing 
and brutality to various parts of the world, the close 
relations established between Ethiopia and Eritrea over 
30 years are promising. 


The Eritrean Government, in thanking all the govern- 
ments and international and regional organizations that 
have supported the Eritrean people, confirms its readi- 
ness to strengthen its relations and cooperation with 
them. 


Honorable invited guests, parents, brothers, and sisters: 
Today is Eritrea’s resurrection day—a day of joy and 
hope. It is the fruit of our sacrifices and our patience and 
bitter struggle. Parents have sacrificed, fled the country, 
and been tortured to bring this day. [passage omitted] 
Because this day has come at last, Jet them be happy and 
let us also be happy. 


Today is not only a day of happiness, but one of 
responsibility. We were able to emerge out of the dark- 
ness into the light and from war to peace because 
everyone contributed their share. We must renew our 
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promise to rehabilitate and reconstruct Eritrea. This can 
only be achieved through hard work. 


Once again I thank our guests present here to celebrate 
our independence with us and congratulate the Eritrean 
people. I hope that our first year of indepe adence will be 
one of happiness and development. 


Honor to our martyrs; victory to the broad masses. 


Foreign Minister on Regions! Relations 
PM2405 124593 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
21 May 93 p7 


[Interview with Eritrean Foreign Minister Mahmud 
Ahmad Mahmud Sharifu by Ahmad Hasan Dahli in 
Asmera; date not given] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] [Dahli] It has been reported 
that [Sudanese] President "Umar Hasan al-Bashir’s 
regime supports the “Eritrean Islamic Jihad Movement” 
{[EIJM]. How do you explain this divergence in the 
positions of Khartoum and Asmera? 


[Sharifu] We have told the brothers in Khartoum about 
the activities of the so-called EIJM in some Sudanese 
areas adjacent to the Entrean borders. They told us that 
they would put an end to that and that Sudan would 
never be a staging post for any acts of terrorism against 
Eritrea. Any way, we are watching the situation closely. 


[Dahli] How true are the claims that Sudan has become 
a base for Somali, Ethiopian, Djibouti, and Eritrean 
fundamentalist movements? 


[Sharifu] Much has been said and written about Sudan 
recently. We have no definite information on that. 
Sudan is free to pursue whatever policy it wishes pro- 
vided it does not become a cause of concern and insta- 
bility to its neighbors. [passage omitted] 


[Dahli] How do you view Asmera’s relations with Saudi 
Arabia? 


[Sharifu] Eritrean-Saudi relations are good and could 
become a model for bilateral relations in the region 
because of long-standing links and mutual interests. 


[passage omitted] 


{Dahli} Could you explain to us the nature of your 
relations with Israel? 


{[Sharifu] They are normal relations, no different from 
our relations with any other state. Israel is a state which 
exists in the region, and there is nothing to prevent us 
from building bridges in the form of diplomatic relations 
with it. There is a mutual desire to build strong ties in the 
interest of both countries without being against any third 
party, by which I particularly mean the interests of the 
Arab peopies, especially the Palestinian people. 


[Dahli] Some Arab diplomatic sources say that there is 
Israeli military activity in Eritrea’s Dahlak Archipelago 
on the Red Sea. What is your comment on that? 
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[Sharifu] These are sinister venomous claims made by 
sick people with the aim of undermining Arab-Entrean 
relations. Israel has not requested any military facilities 
from us on any part of our national soil. 


{Dahli} What about Eritrean-Palestinian relations, and 
how do you view the Palestinian people's rights” 


[Sharifu! Relations were very bad because of the PLO 
erroneous stands against the Eritrean people's right to 
self-determination. Now, after the Palestinian official 
delegation’s visit to Asmera, relations have improved 
and have returned to normal. We do not want to be more 
Palestinian than the Palestinians themselves. That is 
why we just support their nght to self-determination 
without any pressure. 


{[Dahlij What prevents the opening of a Palestinian 
embassy in Eritrea? 


[Shanfu] Nobody has submitted such a request to us. At 
any rate, we have agreed that our diplomatic mission in 
Tunis will be the channe for our direct contacts with the 
PLO. 


{Dahli} Could you explain t» us why the U.S. Adminis- 
tration has now zealously supported Eritrea’s indepen- 
dence, having strongly opposed it before? 


{Sharifu] The secret lies in the fact that the Eritrean 
people have fought for 30 years and created a political 
reality which imposed itself not only on the United 
States but also on the entire international community. If 
it was up to the United States it would have tned to 
dictate a link between us and Ethiopia in one way or 
another. Al! there is to it is that the Eritrean people 
imposed their will on Ethiopia by force two years ago 
and they dictated their political and historical choice to 
the international community by legitimate means and 
through a referendum which nobody questioned. 


Further on Recognition of New Government 


Syria Recognizes Eritrea 
EA2305 145493 Asmera Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigriyna 1600 GMT 22 May 93 


[Text] The Syrian Government has officially recognized 
Eritrea as an indepenvent and sovereign state. 


The Syrian foreign minister, Mr. Farug al-Shar’, in his 
message to Mr. Muhammad Sharifo, secretary of foreign 
affairs of the Provisional Government of Eritrea, said 
that based on the brotherly relations between the people 
of Eritrea and Syria, | am glad to announce that the 
Syrian Government has officially recognized Eritrea as 
an independent and sovereign nation. I wish develop- 
ment and prosperity to Eritrea and its people. 
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Israel Upgrades Representation 


EA2505074593 Asmera Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrigna 1700 GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] Israel has announced that, as of today, it is 
upgrading its representation in Eritrea to the ambassa- 
dorial level. Israel noted this through Agriculture Min- 
ister Tzur Ya'agov, who met and presented Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhaq Rabin’s congratulatory message to Mr. 
Isayas Afewerki on the occasion of Eritrean indepen- 
dence. 


Afewerki Receives From ‘s 
Message Egypt 


NC2405112493 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1032 GMT 
24 May 93 


[Text] Asmara, 24 May (MENA)}—Enirean President 
Isaias Afewerki received a message from President 


{Egyptian Foreign Minister] ‘Amr Musa, who conveyed 
the message, said President Afewe: xi had told him that 
he will issue instructions to release nine fishing boats 
impounded by the Eritrean av:horities, who had 
returned the vessels’ fishermen to Cairo two days ago. 


Musa arrived in Eritrea yesterday to participate in the 


Islamic Party Suspected in Office Bombing 
EA2405224093 Nairobi KNA in English 1510 GMT 
24 May 93 


[Text] Mombasa, 24 May (KNA)—The unregistered 
Islamic Party of Kenya (IPK) is suspected to be behind 


police division in Mombasa, Mr. 
ay oy IPK supporters hurled 
the bomb from the office backyard. Talking to KNA at 
his office today, Mr. Ayoma said no arrest has yet been 
made and that investigations were going on. 


Mr. Sajaad, ‘Eee (Mombasa Disriet Chairman n Shan 
tr, Mr. Emmanuel Karisa Maitha, and 


eppesed to PK. 
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President Meets Leaders Over Ethnic Clashes 


EA2405 204793 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1300 GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] A group of leaders and elders from Central, 
Eastern, and Rift Valley provinces today held a joint 
meeting at State House, Nakuru [capital of Rift Valley 
Province] under the chairmanship of H.E. President 
Daniel arap Moi. This meeting followed an earlier one 
between President Moi and the delegations from Central 
and Eastern Provinces. The agenda of the meeting was to 
seek ways and means of preventing a recurrence of the 
previous [ethnic] clashes. It was therefore considered 
essential to find out the root cause of the clashes and 
address them accordingly. It was also agreed that a 
similar meeting be convened soon. 


President Congratulates Eritrea on Independence 
EA2405 132493 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Cerperation Network in English 0600 GMT 24 May 93 


{Excerpts} His Excellency President Daniel arap Moi last 
night congratulated Eritrean people for their persistent 
struggle that has culminated in their independence. 
Noting that their right to self- determination is the most 
basic of all human rights, President Moi said that the 
independence of Eritrea marks the dawn of a new era of 
peace in the Horn of Africa. President Moi said this in a 
speech read on his behalf by the minister for water and 
reclamation, Mr. Darius Mbela, in the celebrations of 
Eritrean independence at September First Stadium in 
Asmera. The minister is rey resenting the president in the 
celebrations which mark the end of 30 years of struggle 
for independence by Eritreans. [passage omitted] 


President Moi also thanked the Transitional Govern- 
ment of Ethiopia and the Provisional Government of 
Eritrea for their responsible way of handling the delicate 
Eritrean issue. He pointed ov: that the resolving of the 
Eritrean conflict will enable Eritreans to redirect their 


energies to the development of their country. [passage 
omitted] 


Somalia 


UNOSOM Sector Chief Urges Political Solution 


BR2405 143793 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
22-23 May 93 p 2 


{Interview with Belgian General Keymeulen by Vero- 
nique Kiesel in Kismaayo; date not given: “On Military 
Situation in Southern Somalia’) 


[Text] [Kiesel] Since 4 May you have been commander 
of the southern sector of Somalia within UNOSOM II, 
the new UN operation in Somalia. What has changed in 
comparison with operation “Restore Hope”? 


{[Keymeulen] Our mission is basically the same: Bring 
peace back to Somalia, help the work of humanitarian 
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organizations by providing them with the greatest pos- 
sible security, and disarm the factions in accordance 
with the agreements reached at the Somali reconciliation 
conference in Addis Abab-.. Belgium wanted to retake 
command of an entire sector. We now have a zone of 
responsibility that is four times larger than Belgium and 
that is twice the size of the zone that we occupied during 
operation “Restore Hope.” 

A brigade headquarters is being built in Kismaayo, 
where there are already many troops, including the 
Belgian detachment from the 2d Commando and men 
from 66 other units. A unit from Botswana is also under 
my orders in the north, and there are plans to send me at 
least one extra battalion to help with the return of 
refugees, which is likely to start soon. Given the size of 
my zone, the United Nations has told me that I will have 
priority treatment. 


[Kiesel] How would you describe your lev’ ©! coopera- 
tion with the men from Botswana’ 


[Keymeulen] I went to see them a few days ago in 
Bardera, and so far everything is going very well. They 
have taken over installations used before by the Marnes, 
and they control the city as well as a zone stretching 50 
km all around it. Their relations with the popul2‘ion are 
excellent and the situation is very calm. 


{Kiesel] That is a bit different than Kismaayo. 


[Keymeulen] Indeed. For Kismaayo I do not see any 
improvement in either the near or distant future, unless 
we manage—politically—to get the various factions 
around the table, and to force Jays and Morgan to 
comply with the cease-fire. From the very beginning | 
thought that we were wrong to call them “warlords.” 
They are more like highway robbers, both of which have 
hundreds of human lives on their consciences. We tned 
to negotiate with and that was a miscalcula- 
tion. Now it is difficult to step back. We could put them 
both in prison and judge them for crimes against 
humanity, but if they were kicked out their deputies 
would pick up the torch. It is difficult to distinguish 
between allies and enemies. 
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UN mediator in the region Marc Walsh has been trying 
for weeks to bring together the leaders of the two sides 
for talks. However, it is very difficult to know wi o holds 
the power, and therefore who has the money and who has 
the khat, that drug which the Somalis are so fond of. 


We are playing a role in a strange play. Should we be 
discouraged because of this? Nowhere will we fight on 
indefinitely. It must stop some day. We are simply trying 
to accelerate this raising of awareness. Is this the nght 
way? We are trying to separate the combatants by setting 
up screens, but that is not always easy to do, because the 
Somali factions often use highly unorthodox methods, 
such as putting women and children on the front line. 
We are also trying to disarm them, but this country 1s a 
veritable arsenal; they do not put their Kalashnikov nfles 
in their dining room. There are weapons everywhere: in 
cemeteries, in the bush, etc. We find ‘veapons every day, 
but that is only the tip of the iceberg. The only effective 
solution ts a political one. 


[Kiesel] How do you judge the work of the Belgian 
troops? 


[Keymeulen] I think that our men know what they are 
doing. They are keeping their cool. Having said that, we 
are not going to fight to the end. The safety of our men 
remains the main objective. We have been lucky so far, 
with a few rare exceptions The four deaths that we have 
experienced were all accidental. However, for the cap- 
tain who was hit on 7 May, ii was difforent: He was shot 
at point-blank range. We are here to help the Somalis, 
not to be used as targets. We want to intervene, but if 
they really want to fight in large numbers, then there 1s 
not much that we can do. 


[Kiesel] Is i still too early to restart development 
projects? 


[Keymeuleii} Not at all. | simply think ihat we should 
start off slowly, with low-cost, short-term projects. As for 
repairing the dam or the electrical power station, it 15 still 
too early. First we must have a genuine peace 


10 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Police Swoop 25 May Nets PAC, APLA Members 


‘Several’ PAC, APLA Members Arrested 


MB2505050693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0357 
GMT 25 May 93 


(Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA—Several senior Pan 
Africanist Congress [PAC] officials and members of the 
Organisation’s military wing, the Azanian People’s Lib- 
eration Army [APLA], have been arrested by police, Law 
and Order Minister Hernus Kriel announced early on 
Tuesday. In a brief statement issued by the SA Police’s 
Public Relations Division in Pretoria, Mr. Kriel said: 
“Investigative teams of the South African Police, in 
completion of extensive investigations, have since early 
this morning (Tuesday) arrested several people country- 
wide connected to the PAC’s management as well as 
members of APLA.” 


“The investigations are continuing and further arrests 
are possible,” Mr. Kriel said. He added that further 
details about the raids would be issued later on Tuesday. 


Secretary General Alexander Arrested 


MB2505064993 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network in 
English 0630 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] In the latest development in this morning's police 
raids on Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC] officials, a 
police spokesman says the secretary general of the PAC, 
Mr. Benny Alexander, has been arrested. 


Several senior Pan-Africanist Congress officials and 
members of the organization’s military wing, APLA 
[Azanian People’s Liberation Army], were arrested by 
poli = in early morning raids around the country. Law 
ana Order Minister Hernus Kriel announced this in 
Pretoria, saying further details on the raids would be 
made available later today. The statement said teams of 
police had made the arrests after extensive investiga- 
tions. The investigations had been made into the PAC’s 
management as well as APLA. 


Mr. Kriel said leads were being followed up and that 
more arrests could follow. 


No Comment on Alexander Arrest 


MB2505074593 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0732 
GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA—Several senior 
Pan- Africanist Congress [PAC] officials, including Sec- 
retary General Benny Alexander, as well as members of 
the organisation’s military wing, the Azanian People’s 
Liberation Army [APLA], have been arrested. 


Police had no immediate comment on reports that Mr. 
Alexander had escaped from police custody. 


Earlier. Law and Order Minister Hernus Kriel said in a 
brief statement issued by the SA Police’s public relations 
division in Pretoria: 
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“Investigative teams of the South African Police, in 
completion of extensive investigations, have since early 
this morning (Tuesday) arrested several people country- 
wide connected to the PAC’s management as well as 
members of APLA.” 


“The investigations are continuing and further arrests 
are possible,” Mr. Kriel said. 


He added that further details about the raids would be 
issued later on Tuesday. 


Radio and TV news reports later added Mr. Alexander 
had also been held. 


Law and Order Ministry Spokesman Captain Craig 
Kotze confirmed Mr. Alexander had been held. 


Other police sources indicated Mr. Alexander's deten- 
tion had been brief. There was no immediate clarity 
from official sources on reports of an escape being made 
by Mr. Alexander. 


PAC officials had no immediate comment. 


A person answering the telephone at the PAC’s Johan- 
nesburg office, asked if Mr. Alexander had been held by 
police or had escaped, replied: “You'll be informed in 
due course.” 


Earlier, the Ennerdale home of Mr. Alexander was 
reported to be surrounded by police in the early hours of 
Tuesday. 


A resident, who did not wish to be named, telephoned 
SAPA at 4:25 am saying police vehicles had stopped 
outside Mr. Alexander’s Ennerdale house, south-west of 
Johannesburg, at about 4 am. 


He could not give any more details “because the area 
surrounding the house has been cordoned off”. 


PAC Boycotts Multiparty Talks 


MB2505080393 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0754 
GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA—The Pan-Africanist 
Congress [PAC] said on Tuesday it was suspending its 
participation with immediate effect in multi-party talks 
on a future constitution. 


“We are suspending our participation in multi-party 
talks,” PAC General Secretary Benny Alexander said in 
a telephone interview from PAC headgarters in Johan- 
nesburg. 


“We are walking out now,” Mr. Alexander added. 


His remarks following a police swoop on the PAC 
leadership and APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation 
Army] members in the eary hours of Tuesday (today). 
[sentence as received] 
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Mr. Alexander confirmed he had escaped from a police 
van after he was picked up at his home in Ennerdale, 
south-west of Johannesburg, around 4am on Tuesday. 


He said a neighbour had unlocked the door of the police 
van in which he was siiting to allow him to escape. 


Mr. Alexander, who leads the PAC delegation at multi- 
party talks at the World Trade Centre near Johannes- 
burg, said he had despatched PAC Foreign Affairs Sec- 
retary Gora Ebrahim to the talks venue to address 
Tuesday’s meeting of the 26-party Negotiating Council. 


“I have been in contact with the head of the administra- 
tion at the talks, Dr. Theuns Eloff, and requested that 
Mr. Ebrahim address the Negotiating Council as item 
one.” 


Mr. Ebrahim would address the council immediately 
after the customary minute's silence for the victims of 
violence, according to Mr. Alexander. 


He added Mr. Ebrahim would announce to the council 
the PAC’s immediate suspension of its participation in 
the talks, and he would lead a walk-out of the PAC 
delegation. 


Multi-party negotiators were expected this week at two 
council meetings to make attempts to reach decisions on 
issues to allow for the setting of an election date at next 
Thursday’s (June 3) negotiating forum meeting. 


The Negotiating Council adopted a declaration of intent 
a few weeks ago that the process had to move forward 
“sufficiently” for an election date not later than the end 
of April next year to be set next week. 


Mr. Alexander said police had picked up “most of the 
PAC leadership” in Tuesday’s swoop. The police had 
“even tried” to detain PAC President Clarence Mak- 
wetu. 


Mr. Alexander said the PAC would hold a news confer- 
ence at its head office at 1 pm “to give our analysis of the 
situation”. 


Mr. Alexander added Mr. Makwetu had cut short a visit 
to the eastern Cape to rush back to Johannesburg for 
urgent talks. 


Bloemfontein Legal Offices Searched 
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[Text] Bloemfontein May 25 SAPA—Orange Free State 
police spokesman Col. Johan Fouche on Tuesday 
declined to comment on the early morning search of the 
legal offices of Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC] National 
Executive Committee Member Molefi Litheko. 


Mr. Litheko is currently at Thabanchu near Bloemfon- 
tein. 
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Col. Fouche referred all media enquiries about the 
pre-dawn search by police of Mr. Litheko’s offices in 
Bloemfontein and at the PAC regional office in Botsha- 
belo to police headquarters in Pretoria. 


He also declined to confirm the arrest of PAC Regional 
Chairperson Mofihli Likotsi who was allegedly picked up 
by police at dawn on Tuesday. 


Scores of other PAC members also were apparently 
arrested in Mangaung township near Bloemfontein and 
Botshabelo. 


The raids in Bloemfontein were apparently part of 
countrywide swoop by police on PAC and Azanian 
Peoples Liberation Army members. 


Spokesman on Arrests 
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[Text] Cape Town May 25 SAPA—The consistent posi- 
tion of the South African Government was that one 
could not negotiate and conduct armed struggle at the 
same time, government spokesman Mr, Dave Steward 
said on Tuesday. 


“The government has, on numerous occasions, urged the 
Pan- Africanist Congress [PAC] to clarify its position in 
this regard. Thus far the attitude of the PAC leadership 
has been equivocal,”’ he said in reaction to the arrest of 
senior PAC members on Monday [24 May] night. 


He said the arrest of, among others, a senior PAC branch 
official implicated in the Swanepoel murder in the 
northern Transvaal had indicated PAC involvement. 


“Also, the statement recently by a PAC office-bearer at 
the funeral of an acknowledged member who was killed 
during an attack on white farmers, indicates evident 
PAC support for such actions. 


“The office-bearer furthermore defended such attacks, 
leaving very little doubt as to where the organisation 
stands on this question.” 


A senior police source said on Tuesday the action had 
been planned “some time ago” and there was no specific 
reason for the timing of the raid. 


“It was a police action and certainly not timed to 
coincide with the budget vote of the minister of law and 
order.” 


It is understood that the state president, Mr. F.W. de 
Klerk, had been informed of the planned police action. 


The minister of law and order, Mr. Hernus Kriel, is 
expected to provide further details of the action during 
debate this afternoon. 
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PAC Western Cape Leader Arrested 
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[Text] Cape Town May 25 SAPA—Police on Tuesday 
morning arrested Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC] 
western Cape leader Sizakele Mahlutshana during a raid 
on his home in Guguletu, SABC [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation] radio news reports. 


Police also searched the offices of the South African 
Chemical Workers Union [SACWU] in Atlantic House, 
Cape Town. Mr. Mahlutshana is a SACWU regional 
organiser. 


Mr. Mahlutshana’s relatives said police kicked the door 
of his house open, searched his house and confiscated 
PAC documents. 


The raid and arrest was part of a countrywide early 
morning swoop on PAC members. 


Alexander Released From Custody 


MB2505 100593 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0920 
GMT 25 May 93 


[By Micel Schnehage] 


[Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA—Pan-Africanist 
Congress [PAC] Secretary General Benny Alexander, 
who claimed he had escaped from police custody on 
Tuesday morning after being arrested in a countrywide 
raid on PAC leaders, was back at PAC headquarters in 
Johannesburg by 10 am Tuesday morning. 


Mr. Alexander, looking dapper in a suit and tie, 
appeared calm and in control in the foyer of the PAC 
office as he spoke to SAPA. 


The entrance to the offices was strewn with scraps of 
paper and members of the organisation milled around 
appearing stunned by the events of the morning. 


Mr. Alexander said in an interview most of the PAC’s 
national executive members had been arrested in the 
countrywide early-morning police swoop. 


These included PAC Political Affairs Secretary Jaki 
Seroke, Secretary for Environment Affairs Dr Solly Sko- 
sana, National Organiser Maxwell Nemadzivhanani, 
Regional Secretary Mike Matsubsane and several other 
top executive members. 


Police spokesman Col Johan Mostert said he could not 
confirm the arrests of these men. 


Col Mostert denied Mr. Alexander had “‘escaped”’ from 
custody on Tuesday morning. 


He said Mr. Alexander’s home was raided as part of the 
nationwide action and said the PAC secretary general 
was initially arrested for the possession of a firearm. 
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Col Mostert said after Mr. Alexander g7 ve an acceptable 
explanation for the possession of the firarm he was 
released. 


Police confirmed Mr. Alexander’s claims that they con- 
fiscated computers and documents from his Ennerdale 
home south of Johannesburg during the raid. 


Mr. Alexander said at about 3 am on Tuesday morning 
15 constables arrived at his Ennerdale home, southwest 
of Johannesburg, to arrest him. 


He said shortly before 4 am, while police were removing 
articles from his home, an Ennerdale resident opened the 
car door to the vehicle he was being kept in from the 
outside, and he managed to escape. 


He claimed when he tried to make a telephone call he 
discovered the telephone lines in the area had been cut. 
He said he tried to make several calls from various 
houses in the vicinity. 


Police denied any knowledge of Mr. Alexander's version 
of events. 


Col Mostert said claims that Mr. Alexander escaped 
from custody were unfounded as police knew shortly 
after the raid that Mr. Alexander had gone to the PAC 
head office and could have re-arrested him had he 
escaped from custody. 


Mr. Alexander claimed the men who arrested him had 
said they were from military intelligence while others 
said they were crime investigators. 


Col Mostert said investigations were continuing and 
more arrests could be expected. 


Mr. Alexander confirmed the PAC would suspend its 
participation in the multiparty talks at the World Trade 
Centre in Kempton Park until the issue had been dis- 
cussed with PAC President Clarence Makwetu. 


Mr. Makwetu, who is on a visit to the eastern Cape, had 
cut short his visit to attend an emergency meeting on 
Tuesday evening to decide on the future of the organi- 
sation’s participation in the talks. 


Mr. Alexander said PAC computers and other docu- 
ments were confiscated from its offices countrywide. 


He said through this action “they (the police) have not 
banned us legally but have effectively banned the PAC 
from operating”. 


Mangaung Youth Leader Arrested 
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[Text] Bloemfontein May 25 SAPA—The wife of Man- 
gaung Azanian National Youth Unity [AZANYU] 
Leader Mamiki Molefi on Tuesday accused the police of 
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breaking doors and windows of her house in the town- 
ship during the arrest of her husband, Serame Molefi, at 
dawn. 


Mr. Molefi, a former president of the Pan-Africanist 
Congress [PAC] youth wing the Azanian National Youth 
Unity, was among scores of PAC leaders arrested in a 
pre-dawn swoop on members’ homes in Bloemfontein 
and Botshabelo. 


According to Mrs. Molefi her husband refused to open 
the door when police came to the house in the early 
hours of Tuesday morning. 


Police then broke down doors and windows in order to 
get into the house, she said. 


She also alleged police had vandalised her house by 
throwing household items about. 


A police spokeswoman in Pretoria, Capt Nina Barkhui- 
zen, refused to respond to allegations of police van- 
dalism at the Molefi household. 


She said a countrywide operation to arrest PAC leaders 
was still in progress and police would only comment 
when it was completed. 


Police Raid PAC Offices 
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[Text] Port Elizabeth May 25 SAPA—Police completed 
a search of the Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC] offices in 
Port Elizabeth late on Tuesday morning, SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news reported. 
Eastern Cape PAC Chairman Max Tsotsobe said eight 
PAC members had been arrested in Port Elizabeth and 
Uitenhage and a large number of documents had been 
confiscated. Mr. Tsotsobe said the homes of a number 
PAC members in the region had been raided on Tuesday 
morning as well. Another SABC radio report had it that 
the PAC offices in King William’s Town also had been 
raided by police. Border police liaison officer Lt Col 
Christo Louw said late on Tuesday morning the raid was 
still underway and he declined to comment on the 
reasons for the police action. Lt-Col Louw said negotia- 
tions between police and the PAC regional leadership 
were underway on Tuesday morning. 


Police Swoop Continues 
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[Text] Durban May 25 SAPA—At least one Natal Pan- 
Africanist Congress [PAC] leader was arrested in Tues- 
day’s early morning countrywide police swoop on the 
Organisation, according to a Durban PAC spokesman. 
The spokesman, who did not want to be identified, said 
Natal PAC Regional Executive Committee Member 
Mduduzi Ngema was arrested during a 3am raid on his 
Umlazi home. “Police said he was being taken in on a 


charge of illegally possessing a firearm, but his family 
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denies it was his firearm,”’ said the spokesman. He added 
that the PAC’s offices in central Durban had also been 
raided on Tuesday. A receptionist at the offices con- 
firmed at 12.30pm that about 15 policemen were still on 
the premises. Durban police said they would respond 
later to reports of the arrest and raid. 


Alexander Comments on Arrests, Talks 
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[Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA—The arrest of a 
number of Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC] members on 
Tuesday [25 May] was aimed at driving the organisation 
out of constitutional negotiations at a crucial time, 
according to PAC Secretary General Benny Alexander. 


Speaking at a press conference in Johannesburg, Mr. 
Alexander confirmed that the PAC had pulled out of 
Tuesday’s multiparty talks at the World Trade Centre in 
protest against the arrest of its members. 


The issue would be discussed with PAC President Clar- 
ence Makwethu on Tuesday evening when the organisa- 
tion’s future stance would be decided. 


“The regime has decided to arrest all PAC negotiators 
and leaders in order to force the PAC to withdraw from 
negotiations during the crucial coming week when the 
most important decisions on the future of our country 
are about to be taken,”” Mr. Alexander charged. 


“They further want to push through a decision on the 
transitional executive council which will legitimate the 
current regime and reduce the African 


Kriel Announces Names of Arrested 
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[Text] Parliament May 25 SAPA—The names of seven 
“top structure” members of the PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress] or its military wing, APLA [Azanian People’s 
Liberation Army], arrested in police raids early on 
Tuesday, have been released by the minister of law and 
order, Mr. Hernus Kriel. 


Speaking in Parliament on Tuesday afternoon, he said 
another 42 PAC/APLA members had also been arrested 
and were being held under either the Criminal Proce- 
dures Act or the Internal Security Act. 


Unlicensed automatic rifles, pistols and ammunition 
had also been seized during the operation. 


The seven were Mr. Enoch Zulu, Mr. Jackie Seroke, Mr. 
Thoms Likotsi, Mr. Walter Toboti, Mr. Maxwell Nem- 
adzhivanani, Mr. Abel Dube and Mr. Raymond Fihla. 


The arrests were linked to crimes of murder and 
attempted murder, petrol bomb and other attacks on the 
SA Police, complicity in attacks on civilians, illegal 
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possession of firearms and handgrenades, and the plan- 
ning of further attacks on the police and civilians. 


“I would ... like to state quite clearly that no-one has 
been arrested because he is a politician,” Mr. Kriel said. 
Mr. Kriel said the police had been investigating crimes to 
which members of the PAC and APLA were allegedly 
linked for some time. 


The police now believed there was enough prima facie 
evidence to arrest suspects. 


“Unfortunately, it now seems that there are highly- 
placed PAC/APLA members who are allegedly involved 
in crime,” he said. 

Every arrestee was being questioned in connection with 
a specific crime, or complicity in such a crime, or 
because he could have information on crimes. 


“It must also be said that the negotiation process gives 
no-one the right to commit crime,” Mr. Kriel said. “No 
criminality can be allowed to blackmail the negotiation 
process. 


“It remains the duty of the SA Police to act against all 
those who break the law, irrespective of which political 
Organisation they may belong to.” 


The impartiality of the police had been proved by the 
fact that people from across the political spectrum had 
been arrested and brought before the courts. 


There was a perception that the police had not informed 
him of the arrests. This was incorrect. 


He had been fully briefed on the arrests by the commis- 
sioner of police and a General le Roux. 


Mr. Kriel said he belived politicians should not interfere 
with the duty of the SA Police to investigate crime. He 
had given no instructions to either prosecute or not 
prosecute anyone. 


There should be a clear dividing line between politics 
and criminal investigations, and this was the case with 
Tuesday’s arrests. 


He had asked the police to finish the investigations as 
soon as possible and to bring the suspects before court or 
to release them after questioning. 


He hoped the arrests would lead to a decrease in attacks 
on the police and on civilian targets. majority to advisors 
of (President) de Klerk.“ 


ANC: Talks in Jeopardy 
MB2505 114893 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1129 
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[Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] on Tuesday unleashed an 
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attack on the South African Government in the wake of 
the detention of senior PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] 
officials, with General Secretary Cyril Ramaphosa 
demanding the dismissal of Law and Order Minister 
Hernus Kriel. 


“We say Kriel is not fit to be a minister and must be 
fired.” 


Mr. Ramaphosa was putting his organisation's point of 
view on the nationwide swoop on PAC activists earlier in 
the day at a meeting of the Negotiating Council outside 
Johannesburg. 


“This action by the security forces against the PAC is the 
greatest travesty of justice. It reminds one of the old 
apartheid days of gestapo tactics, jackboot activity and 
wholesale detentions. 


“We are outraged that the leaders of a national liberation 
movement and a negotiating partner at this council are 
detained and harassed, their offices are smashed into, 
their property stolen and the home of the PAC president 
Mr. Clarence Makwetu is raided. 


“This is the greatest violation of anyone’s human rights. 
The South African Government has endangered this 
(negotiations) process. This process is now in serious 
jeopardy,” said Mr. Ramaphosa. 


He added it was unacceptable that the government 
should be sitting at the negotiating table, acting as a 
negotiator, “but also as our jailers”’. 


“They must tell us who is next in line to be jailed, 
whether the ANC headquarters will be raided, whether 
President Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu will be 
detained.” 


Mr. Ramaphosa added there appeared to be deep divi- 
sions in the government. 


“We have been told that the ministers here did not know 
about the decision (to swoop on the PAC). We were even 
told that the state president did not know about the 
impending action. Who is...in control of the government 
forces?” 


He charged that not a finger had been lifted against white 
rightwing groups which openly flouted the law by pub- 
licly carrying weapons and pledging treason against the 
State. 


“The secretary general of the PAC, Benny Alexander, a 
negotiator here, had to escape from a police vehicle. In 
the light of these developments, we demand that all the 
stolen property be returned immediately, the immediate 
and unconditional release of the PAC leadership and we 
demand that Kriel appears here and gives an explana- 
tion.” 
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Mr. Ramaphosa said he supported an adjournment of 
Tuesday's proceedings for the issue to be dealt with at 
length at a special meeting of the Negotiating Council on 
Thursday. 


SACP [South African Communist Party] leader Joe 
Slovo supported the call for an adjournment. 


oe ‘Tremendous Progress’ at Multiparty 
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[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Escort, Northern Natal, May 22 SAPA— 
Tremendous progress was being made in multiparty 
talks and South African negotiators were on the verge of 
announcing a date for democratic elections, African 
National Congress [ANC] President Nelson Mandela 
said on Saturday in Natal. 


Mr. Mandela was speaking to a small predominantly 
Indian audience at Escort town hall as part of a weekend 
visit to northern Natal. 


“It’s clear to everyone that democratic changes are 
coming. Our negotiators, led by (ANC Secretary Gen- 
eral) Cyril Ramaphosa, are making tremendous progress 
towards bringing a democratic South Africa into this 
country,”” Mr. Mandela said referring to ongoing multi- 
party talks at the World Trade Centre, near Johannes- 


burg. 


“We are now on the verge of announcing a date for 
elections,” he said. 


Allaying the Indian community's fears of a future 
democracy, Mr. Mandela assured them they would be 
able to maintain their cultural identity and realise their 
cultural aspirations. 


“We realise the aspirations of different population 
groups, that’s why we said any population group which 
so desires will be allowed to have its own schools, own 
language, retain its own culture and religion,” he said. 


In a clear electioneering gesture, Mr. Mandela called on 
Indians to reject the ruling National Party which he said 
had oppressed, robbed and disenfranchised them. 


He said the ANC was the only party which had stead- 
fastly campainged for peace and would lead South Africa 
towards a “powerful economic block”. 


Further Reaction to ANC Charges on Thokoza 
Killings 
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{[SAPA PR Wire Service issued by SA Communication 
Service: “Media Statement by the Ministry of Law and 
Order. Cape Town - 1993-05-24") 
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[Text] In reaction to an ANC [African National Con- 
gress] statement, issued by its Department of Informa- 
tion and Publicity this afternoca, and blaming the SA 
Police [SAP] for the Thokoza violence over the weekend, 
the following statement is issued: 


No amount of blaming the SA Police for the killings in 
Thokoza can obscure the fact that the killings resulted 
from ill-considered mass action and from a failure to 
heed warnings by the SAP that the marchers should 
avoid provocative action by not marching past a known 
Inkatha stronghold. 


This was a massacre which could have been avoided had 
the warnings and the pleas of the SAP been heeded by 
both ANC and Inkatha supporters. 


Alleged SA Police shortcomings in the handling of sub- 
sequent violence should not be allowed to obscure the 
true cause of the violence—mass action and a failure to 
heed police warnings. 


PAC Denies Supporting APLA in Attacks on 
Whites 
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[Text] The PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] has dismissed 
reports that its military wing, APLA [Azanian People’s 
Liberation Army], is receiving support from the organi- 
zation’s leadership for attacks on white farmers. The 
PAC has called such reports misleading and mischie- 
vous. External Affairs Director Gora Ebrahim said, 
however, that the PAC was committed to the armed 
struggle until a negotiated settlement was finalized. 


[Begin Ebrahim recording] The armed struggle would 
continue until such time the ballot is secured, and we are 
striving very hard at the negotiating process to bring 
about: One, either we have a mutual cessation of hostil- 
ities. Secondly, we have a [pauses]... the ballot is secured. 
Thirdly, we move toward the establishment of a transi- 
tion authority which will be in charge of security in this 
country. [end recording] 


ANC Calls for SADF Removal From All 
Townships 
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[SAPA PR Wire service issued by the African National 
Congress: “Eastern Transvaal ANC Statement on Stay- 
away in Bushbuckridge District” 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] and dem- 
ocratic Organisations in Bushbuckridge in the eastern 
Transvaal have called for a two day stay-away in the 
whole district on Wednesday and Thursday, the 26th 
and 27 May 1993. The organisations resolved on the stay 
away action in response to the shooting of a passenger 
taxi by members of the South African Defence Force 
[SADF] on the 1 5th May 1993. 
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The white soldiers opened fire on a mini-bus taxi trav- 
elling between Bushbuckridge and Grasskop. A woman 
was instantly killed while her baby and other passengers 
sustained serious injuries. 

SADF members in Bushbuckridge, kaNgwane, Lebowa 
and Gazankulu literally occupy villages and continue to 
intimidate and make life unbearable for the homeland’s 
residents. 

The stay-away action which will be accompanied by 
massive demonstrations and marches to all police sta- 
tions in the Bushbuckridge District is meant to pres- 
surise the SADF to withdraw from all villages in the 
Bushbuckridge District and to be removed from 


guarding the Mapulaneng Hospital. 


The shooting of black passengers and the intimidziion of 
residents by the SADF is once again an indication of the 
fact that the SADF is a private army of the National 
Party government and its right-wing lunatics. 


The ANC demands immediate removal of the SADF 
from all villages and townships. The ANC further 
demands that the SADF should be confined to base until 
joint control of all armed formations, including the 
SADF, is established. Issued by: ANC Eastern Transvaal 
Publicity Secretary Jackson Mthembu 


Amendment Bill Abolishes President’s Council 
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[Text] Parliament May 25 SAPA—A bill abolishing the 
President’s Council and temporarily replacing its dis- 
pute-resolving function with joint sittings of all three 
houses of parliament was tabled on Tuesday [25 May] . 


The Constitution Amendment Bill of 1993 abolishes the 
President’s Council nearly 10 years after it was estab- 
lished under the 1983 tricameral constitution. In its 
place, the bill proposes temporary mechanisms for 
resolving disputes between the three houses of parlia- 
ment in respect of any bill. 


The state president is also empowered to determine the 

pension and other benefits payable to any person who 

7 a member of the council at any time since September 
7, 1989. 


Clause six of the bill repeals part VIII of the Republic of 
South Africa Constitution Act of 1983, which deals 
exclusively with the President’s Council. 


Under the present constitution, a disagreement between 
the houses in respect of a bill before parliament, or part 
of it, may be referred by the state president to the council 
for a decision. 


In a departure from this, the new bill empowers the state 
president to refer a bill disputed by the houses to a joint 
sitting of all three houses of parliament—instead of the 
council—for a decision. 
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A majority of the total number of MPs at such a joint 
sitting would be necessary for a decision to be passed. 


The bill provides that the speaker may make alternative 
rules for a joint sitting called to decide on a disputed bill. 
It stipulates that half the members of all three houses 
would constitute a quorum at such a sitting. 


The bill empowers the state president to amend or vary 
any law, or any other rule of law, relating to president's 
councillors’ pensions and other benefits by means of 
proclamation in the Government Gazette. 


Exisisting vacancies in the council have not been filled 
pending its abolition. The bill authorises ex post facto 
the constitution of the council as it was constituted at 
any time before the commencement of the bill. 


It also provides that the chairmen of the various council 
committees may continue in office for two calendar 
months after the commencement of the bill, if necessary, 
to dispose of any outstanding matters. 


Botha’s Upcoming Visit to Egypt 24 May Viewed 
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[Text] Cairo May 21 SAPA—Pik Botha’s trip to Egypt 
next week is the first official visit to the country by a 
South African foreign minister in more than 35 years. 


The three-day visit, starting on Monday [24 May], is the 
strongest indication so far of revitalised relations 
between the two countries and may result in diplomatic 
dividends with the rest of Africa. 


Egyptian-South African contacts have been made at 
sub-ministerial levels during the past year, but this is 
“the first big visit to take place in Cairo”, Egyptian 
Assistant Foreign Minister Said Refaat said this week. 


Mr. Botha’s visit takes place a few days before Friday's 
meeting in Cairo of the Council of Ministers of the 
Organisation of African Unity. 


An OAU summit will be held in June when Egyptian 
President Husni Mubarak will take over the rotating 
chairmanship of the organisation. 


Officially Mr. Botha’s visit is a bilateral meeting unre- 
lated to the OAU. 


“We are noi receiving him as the host country of the 
OAU,” said Mr. Refaat. “We are receiving him as 


Egypt.” 


The purpose of the visit is to exchange views on devel- 
opments in South Africa and the progress of relation- 
ships between the two countries, Mr. Refaat added. 


The timing of Mr. Botha’s visit, however, suggests the 
hope for a goodwill spin-off at the OAU summit. 


Multiparty negotiations in South Africa have not yet 
produced democratic elections but the South African 


FBIS-AFR-93-099 
25 May 1993 


Government, weary of international scrutiny, would at 
least like approval of the reform process, said Cyrus 
Reed, director of African Studies at the American Uni- 
versity in Cairo. 

“(Mr.) Botha will reassure Egypt (about South African 
reforms) and by reassuring Egypt he'll be reassuring the 
OAU that South Africa is making rapid progress towards 
majority rule.” 


Currently Egypt limits its links with South Africa to 
people-to- people relations, abiding by the consensus of 
the OAU. 


The OAU supports the establishment of official diplo- 
matic ties with South Africa only after the formation of 
either a transitional executive council or an interim 
government of national unity. 


As major powers at opposite ends of the continent, South 
Africa and Egypt have much to gain both economically 
and diplomatically. 


South Africa wants access to Middle Eastern markets 
and oil reserves, Mr. Reed said. 


“The Middle East is an area that consumes a lot and 
doesn’t produce much other than oil. 


“South Africa produces a lot, and as people down there 
always say: "We have every mineral in the world except 
oil’.” 


Egypt could serve as a window to the Gulf but its 
population of nearly 60 million, with a middle class large 
by African measure, also constitutes a tempting market. 


Already businessmen and chambers of commerce are 
exchanging visits. 


Cairo is also a hub for diplomatic contact with both the 
Middle East and Africa. 


“Egypt likes to be seen as one of the leading forces in 
Middle East diplomacy,” Mr. Reed said. “So I think that 
Egypt wants to be seen as one of the leading forces in 
diplomacy with South Africa.” 


Egypt is, in fact, the only Middle Eastern country with 
extensive diplomatic links in Africa, a legacy of forme 
President Gamal Abdul Nasser. 


Recognition for Angola Now ‘Inappropriate’ 
MB2405 104593 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1026 
GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] Cape Town May 24 SAPA—South Africa will not 
grant official recognition to the MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] Government in 
Angola until a fully representative administration is in 
place. SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
radio news reported a Department of Foreign Affairs 
spokesman as saying, in response to a call by African 
National Congress leader Nelson Mandela that the 
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Angolan Government be recognised, that it would be 
inappropriate to grant recognition until a fully represen- 
tative government was in place. 


SACP Slams Government Nonrecognition 


MB2405 150293 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1402 
GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] Johannesburg May 24 SAPA—The SA Commu- 
nist Party [SACP] on Monday [24 May] slammed the 
South African Government for refusing to recognise the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] government in Angola, charging the decision 
was confirmation of support by the administration of 
State President F W de Klerk for Jonas Savimbi’s rebel 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] movement. 


“It is disgraceful that even after the Clinton Administra- 
tion has finally recognised the Angolan Government, the 
De Klerk regime should pretend that it is taking a 
balanced approach,” said a statement by SACP head of 
international affairs Essop Pahad. 


“This failure can only serve to encourage Savimbi's 
flouting of the elections results and his return to war,” 
Mr. Pahad added. 


25 May Review of Press Editorials, Commentary 
MB2505 140893 


[Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Government Urged To ‘Toughen Up’ Toward ANC— 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 24 May in 
its page 6 editorial oes “not see any merit” in African 
National Congress, ANC, President Nelson Mandela's 
demand that the minimum age for voters be lowered to 
14. Mr. Mandela wishes to “placate the young Comrades 
who seem to have a will of their own and have just been 
encouraged by the success of student protest action 
against the R [rand}48 Matric exam fee, which has been 
suspended in Black schools.” THE CITIZEN does not 
see “why they should be rewarded, by giving them the 
vote, for petrol bombing delivery vehicles, setting fire to 
school classrooms, assaulting headmasters and teachers, 
and committing other acts of township violence.” THE 
CITIZEN warns that “young Comrades are virtually 
uncontrollable and an ANC-led government would have 
the greatest trouble reining them in.” The government 
should “toughen up its attitude” toward the ANC, and 
“that it has failed to do so encourages the ANC to make 
Outrageous demands like that of giving |4-year-olds the 
vote. It also results in pressure like that over Matric fee 
and teachers’ salaries that forces a government climb- 
down and gives an impression of weakness. If the gov- 
ernment is writing itself off as the effective ruler of South 
Africa, we will all have to pay the consequences.” 
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THE STAR 


Lowering Voting Age ‘Sop’ To Dissatisfied Youth— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 25 May in a 


page 14 editorial says the call by ANC President Man- 
dela to give the vote to 14-year-olds “is not helpful.” It 
places on the agenda a “controversial issue which can 
merely delay negotiations—and there are already enough 
other obstacles—without any real prospect of bearing 
positive results.” That this follows on the heels of a 
recommendation by church leaders that the voting age 
be dropped to 16 makes THE STAR wonder whether “a 
sop to dissatisfied youngsters is becoming an overriding 
imperative in some quarters.” If anything, children in 
the new South Africa “need to be de-politicised.” 
“Common sense seems to have deserted Mandela and 
the ANC on this one. Placating the youth with promises 
of the vote is avoiding the political challenge, not 
meeting it.” 
BUSINESS DAY 


Lowering Voting Age Deserves Serious Consideration— 
Nelson Mandela’s call to give the vote to 14-year-olds 
“merits serious consideration” according to a page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 25 May. “Children under 18 have or had the vote in 
several of the world’s better known democracies: North 
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Korea springs to mind, where the youth vote has added 
to the stable electoral majorities of the Kim dynasty; so, 
too, does Cambodia where the child vote helped 
underpin the social restructuring policies of the Khmer 
Rouge.” “The youth vote, used properly, could provide 
the opportunity to boot out all the old political fogeys 
who might mess the country up and who spout ndiculous 
suggestions on any platform.” 


SOWETAN 


Right Wing Unity ‘Mirage’-—Johannesburg SOWETAN 
in English on 25 May in a page 8 editorial believes the 
Afrikaner National Front “‘may just prove to be a damp 
squib.” “The front is barely off the ground, but the 
leaders of the different factions are already at each 
other’s throats.” Andries Beyers of the Afrikaner 
National Union won't have anything to do with it 
because it is “racist. The Reformed National Party 
“relics are fuming,” and the Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment “don’t know whether to sign up or not.” The front 
is “a little dog that is being wagged by its tail, and the tail 
in this case is the Conservative Party, CP. It is another 
kingdom for CP leaders Ferdi Hartzenberg to lord it 
over. Despite noises to the contrary, unity among 
rightwing Afrikaners remains a mirage. And the country 
should be grateful for that.” 


Farther on Carneiro’s Comments on Abidjan 
Talks 


MB2505 100193 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 2002 GMT 24 May 93 


[News conference given by General Higinio Carneiro, 
head of the government delegation to the peace talks, to 
unidentified Angolan and foreign reporters in Abidjan, 
Cote dIvoire, on 22 May, in Portuguese with passage- 
by-passage translation into French; processed from Por- 
tuguese; from the “Special Page” program---recorded] 


{Excerpts} Following discussions of a previously 
approved working agenda, a series of basic principles 
were identified which resulted in the draft Memorandum 
of Understanding on the Abidjan Protocol. The whole 
world, particularly the special representative of the UN 
secretary general, internationai observers, and the Cote 
d'Ivoire ye ny hg witnessed the incommensurabie 
efforts of the Angolan Government deiegation, as well as 
its tireless spirit of flexibility and understanding in the 
hope of signing a firm and genuine agreement between 
the Angolan Government and te National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola, UNITA, during these 
peace talks in Abidjan. [passage omitted on historical 
account of resumption of war by unita after elections and 
its refusal to abandon occupied areas; government 
efforts to end conflict] 


In its search for peace, the Angolan Government agreed 
to meet with UNITA for the second round of peace talks 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. UNITA failed to appear for 
the meeting, however. It was thanks to the efforts carried 
out by the international community, particularily His 
Excellency Mr. President Felix Boigny, that we were able 
to meet again here in Abidjan. 

If UNITA believes that we can meet again here in two 
weeks’ time, the government will assess the situation. We 
would like to point out however that it is not our 
intention to return to Abidjan for a mere propaganda 
exercise. The government would naturally be ready to 
return to the negotiating table with UNITA here in 
Abidjan as long as the meeting is truly aimed at resolving 
the Angolan conflict. 

[Reporter] [Question indistinct] 


{Carneiro} Well, first of all, we want to say that the 
government and naturally the international community 
have been demanding that UNITA withdraw its troops 
which have illegally occupied cities during and after the 
holding of elections. The government is not demanding 
that UNITA’s political structure withdraws from cities 
and towns. It is only demanding the withdrawal of its 
military forces which are illegal because they were abol- 
ished on 27 September 1992. 


The movement of UNITA military forces from occupied 
cities, towns, villages, or other localities, to areas which 
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would be previously agreed upon at a meeting of the 
general staffs, would be made in a safe and orderly 
manner. First, the movement would be supervised by the 
United Nations. Second, during that period, government 
forces would respect the end of hostlities, inasmuch as 
the end of hostilities between the two forces in conflict 
would be verified and monitored by the United Nations. 


The occupation of areas by UNITA is an illegal and 
democratic action. We are demanding this withdrawal as 
a legitimate government and in conformity with a reso- 
lution of the Security Council of the United Nations of 
which Angola is a member. The government gave 
UNITA all the necessary guarantees. Since UNITA did 
not and does not have good intentions—up to now I do 
not believe that it has good intentions—did all it could to 
waste time and not to reach an agreement. It wants war. 
If UNITA ceases to have an army, it will become a legal 
party, like a'l other parties in the country, and it would 
naturally be able to participate in the democratic game, 
like other parties. 


it is possible that the international community and even 
some journalists do not know that UNITA took part in 
drafting all important laws approved recently, including 
the Constitution, the electoral law, and the law on 
political parties. It gave its contribution. Today, the 
same UNITA is violating these accords. UNITA wanted 
an equal treatment for its forces and government forces. 
That is unacceptable. No one would accept this, not even 
you. We cannot put what is legal and what is illegal on an 
equal footing. This is the main reason for this situation. 
{passage on referent item omitted] 


UNITA Reports 24 May Recaptere of Soyo 
MB2405203093 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 May 93 


[Report by Felix Miranda, Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel correspondent in Soyo] 


[Text] The taking of Soyo followed four days of fierce 
fighting. Hundreds of people were wounded and killed as 
a result of the fighting. The enemy [words indistinct] two 
brigades with more than !,000 men each. They were 
backed by mercenaries, tanks, aircraft, self-propelled 
artillery, BM-21 multi-rocket systems, and six-cannon 
frigates, which ceaselessly shelled our areas from the sea. 
The enemy’s offensive was halted and the same was done 
with the mercenaries. Brigadier [name indistinct], 
Colonel Pimenta de Castro, Colonel Frenel, (?Colonel) 
Incendiaria, Dombel [not further identified], of the 
Angolan Navy, [name indistinct] and others [words 
indistinct] were completely routed. 


The counterattack by the red berets meant the end of the 
world for the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola [MPLA] here in Soyo. Everyone fled to the sea as 
fast as possible and the first to leave Soyo were the white 
mercenaries. 
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In addition to other Jess important information, the 
brilliant FALA red berets destroyed seven T-55 tanks, 
three BMP-1 armored cars, two BM-2! multi-rocket 
systems, three ships, many B-10 and 76- mm cannons, 
which may be shown to all those interested. 


Peace has come back to the people of Soyo. Life is 
returning to normal. Oil is duly under our control. As we 
had sworn, nobody will take Soyo’s oil. The people of 
Zaire Province must be congratulated. We would also 
like to extend our congratulations to our [word indis- 
tinct] colleagues who did everything to manage this 
magnificent victory which will make the world sit up and 
take notice. 


We regret that some Peopie’s Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola [FAPLA] soldiers should have been 
left on the ground here in Soyo. Their chiefs fled by boat 
when the situation was becoming critical. May this serve 
as a lesson for future adventures. The FAPLA forces 
must not agree to return to Soyo. Mr. Colonel Pimenta 
de Castro was put out of action during the fighting. Many 
others are lost on the beaches and many more were killed 
in combat. 


To conclude, we would like to tell all those wearing 
FALA uniforms that they must feel very proud. The 
enemy is deathly afraid of you. The officers, noncom- 
missioned officers, and soldiers of our mighty army in 
Soyo have managed to command respect. This is our real 
message to braggarts such as Higino Carneiro and Joao 
de Matos. As in Cafunfo and all the other areas we 
occupy, we are here in Soyo and we will not leave. 


[Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo Negro in Portuguese 
at 1900 GMT on 24 May 93 broadcasts the following 
communique issued by General Arlindo Pena Ben-Ben, 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola chief of 
General Staff in Huambo on 24 May: 


[“1. Following our warnings aimed at taking the negoti- 
ating process to a good conclusion, the Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola [FALA] General Staff hereby 
notes that only just and balanced proposals can resolve 


Angola’s problem. 


(“2. The FALA General Staff hereby informs the 
Angolan and international communities that the FALA 
forces have been in full control of the Soyo oil complex 
since 0600 [0500 GMT] today. Mopping-up operations 
continue at this stage. More details will be made avail- 
able at an opportune stage. 


(3. Should the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola insist on a military solution, UNITA will know 
how to respond in the same manner for the sake of 
defending the oppressed people of Angola. 


{“[{Issued] Huambo, 24 May 1993 


[“*[Signed] Chief of Staff General Arlindo Chenda Isaac 
Pena Ben- Ben, FALA general of the army”’} 
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To conclude, we would like to tell all those wearing 
FALA uniforms that they must feel very proud. The 
enemy is deathly afraid of you. The officers, noncom- 
missioned officers, and soldiers of our mighty army in 
Soyo have managed to command respect. This is our real 
message to braggarts such as Higino Carneiro and Joao 
de Matos. As in Cafunfo and all the other areas we 
occupy, we are here in Soyo and we will not leave. 


UNITA on Military Gains in Benguela, Cuando 
Cubango 


MB2305071893 Jamba \'oz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 23 May 93 


[Text] The Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
[FALA] forces burned down a People’s Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola [FAPLA] vehicle in Benguela 
Province. This has happened within the last few hours 
and the vehicle belonged to the Benguela radio patrol 
troops. The Voice of the Resistance of the Black Cock- 
erel [Vorgan] correspondent in the area reports (?it is 
impossible to confirm) how many FAPLA soldiers were 
killed because everything was reduced to ashes. 


In Cuando Cubango Province, the FAPLA troops are 
facing unprecedented food shortages. Fervor do Povo, 
Vorgan correspondent on the Menongue theater of war, 
reports Eduardo dos Santos’ men have been without 
food or medicine for more than five months, causing 
them to desert massively over the last few days. 


Meanwhile, the FALA forces continue to tighten their 
siege around the Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola-Labor Party troops in that city. 


UNITA Reports Operations in Moxico, Cunene 
MB2305094993 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 22 May 93 


[Text] Radio c<.mmunications between Luanda and the 
city of Luena, capital of Moxico Province, have been 
disrupted. There has been no air or road communication 
between the two cities for over two months now. 


In the morning of 15 May, the city of Luena was raided 
by National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA] special commandos. In the ensuing three-hour 
fierce battle, the commandos destroyed the antennas of 
the Luena radio station and the Angola People's Televi- 
sion. The action was in response to People’s Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola [FAPLA] provoca- 
tions against the residents of UNITA-controlled areas. 
The Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola- 
Labor Party army suffered 87 confirmed dead and some 
180 injured. The Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola [FALA] captured two 60-mm mortars, one RPG- 
7, 10 AK-47's, 250 60-mm mortar shells, 65 RPG-7 
shells, 580 rounds of ammunition for PKM machine 
guns, thousands of rounds of ammunition, a generator 
and large quantities of war materiel. 
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Meanwhile since dawn on 16 May, FALA forces have 
been in control of border marker No. 16 on the border 
with Namibia, Cunene Province. In the UNITA attack, 
FAPLA suffered heavy human and material losses. The 
fleeing FAPLA troops sought shelter in Naipalala, a 
settlement in northern Namibia. 

Other reports from Cunene Province say that an enemy 
force consisting of 200 men was repelled by FALA forces 
as it tried to attack the area of Mongua on 19 May. The 
enemy suffered nine killed and 14 injured during the 
150-minute battle. The dead include Captain 
Sangolinene, chief of operations of the Cunene Military 
Zone, born in Xangongo; Lieutenant Celestino, com- 
mander of the 1st Company's 2d Infantry Platoon, and 
Porfirio, an operations officer in the service of the 
Ministry of State Security, Minse. FALA forces also 
captured five AK-47's, 20 8l-mm mortar shells, 13 
RPG-7 grenades, 30 60-mm mortars, large quantities of 
army uniforms, thousands of rounds of ammunition, 
and documents belonging to the aforementioned Minse 


UNITA Reports Military Operations in Huila 
MB2305171493 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 23 May 93 


[Text] The Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
[FALA] have prevented a unit of the People’s Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola [FAPLA] from 
plundering cattle and other property belonging to Kip- 
ungo residents in Huila Province. In view of action taken 
by the FALA forces, the residents now live in absolute 
tranquility. FALA captured five AK assault rifles, one 

Mauser, ammunition, and a knapsack. 
The enemy abandoned 10 confirmed dead on the 
ground. FALA only suffered one injured. 


On 19 May, the glorious FALA attacked an enemy patrol 
in [name indistinct}. FAPLA soldier Adelino Manuel, 
born in N«_ola, was injured and captured by our forces. 
Our forces also captured one hand grenade and three 
clips for an AK weapon. 


On 20 May the Air Force bombed Toco location and 
outlying areas, killing 10 civilians, including [words 
indistinct}. 


Former UNITA Offficial Discusses Cabinda 


MB2405191893 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 May 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The focus of fighting between Angolan MPLA 
{Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] gov- 
ernment forces and rebels has once again shifted to the 
oil rich enclave of Cabinda and this time it looks as 
though FLEC [Front for the Liberation of the Cabinda 
Enclave}-Renovada [Renovated], one of the groups 
fighting for independence there, cooperated with 
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UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] rebels in staging an attack at the weekend. Most 
of the Cabindan rebel groups’ leaders are based abroad, 
but it has been assumed that Miguel N’zau Puna, a 
Cabindan and former senior aid to the UNITA leader, 
Jonas Savimbi, would become their leader after 
defecting last April. In fact, Puna now has a seat as an 
independent in the MPLA dominated parliament. 
UNITA is refusing to take up the seats it won in last 
year's elections ur to sign a peace agreement. 


N’zau Puna is in London this week and Akwe Amosu 
asked him if he thinks UNITA have formed some sort of 
an alliance with the Cabinda rebels. 


[Begin recording] [Puna] Maybe, I can’t deny that. I have 
been several times in Cabinda. I flew from Luanda to 
Cabinda and then stay. This is the reason | (?told the) 
government that Cabinda is a case. You can't go to 
silence it. You must discuss, but the problem some time 
the government said because of division of the Cabin- 
dans, they are not together to have an outspoken man 
who will go to deal with the government this issue. This 
question of the fire, the strength of the guerrillas today 
everybody can understand. It is not the strength only of 
the FLEC. 


[Amosu] Perhaps you are the man who should step in 
and be the Cabindan leader and negotiate with the 
government as the unifying element. 


[Puna] I can do it if they ask so because what I said I am 
a Cabindan and everybody knows what | represent in 
Cabinda. But if somebody asked me, | will do my best, 
but you spoke yourself, saying that FLEC-Renovada. 
What about FLEC-FAC [Cabinda Armed Forces [FAC]? 
What about the other organizations like Unalec 
[National Union for the Liberation of the Cabinda 
Enciave] and others like the group led by Ranque Frank? 
So many. But it is necessary to make a job, a hard work 
to bring all those together and now we go to present to 
the government to discuss. 


[Amosu] But why don’t you do that? Why don’t you step 
in and do that? 


[Puna] I don't step in to do that because sometimes they 
say being an Angolan movement we are Angolans, but by 
all means I am a Cabindan and nobody can deny that. 


{Amosu] So, ordinary Cabindans have lost faith in you as 
a Cabindan. They think you have become an Angolar 


[Puna] They lost faith? You see, you think so like that I 
have lost faith. I have not lost faith and even those 
leaders abroad if they want let us go to Cabinda to make 
a campaign and they will see if I have lost faith or not. 


{[Amosu] Do you think you are popular? 


{Puna} I can't say | am popular, bui I can’t say | am the 
most important. But I said | am not a (?neglected) force 
in Cabinda. 
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[Amosu] How important is it that UNITA and FLEC are 
now coopera’ ing? 


[Puna] The problem of Savimbi is Puna because Puna 
through UNITA now you must create all means to isolate 
Puna. It is mot the question because Savimbi has no 
interest in Cabinda, but he wants to show the Cabindans 
that he will do better than me. The man who destroyed 
sO many people in Huambo, | don't know whether 
Savimbi will do better in Cabinda. 


{[Amosu] So, you are saying that UNITA used to have 
you as a Cabindan and that kept Cabinda quiet. Now 
alk ag have left Cabinda, UNITA have to find new 


[Puna] I was not quiet. Even in UNITA I said Savimbi 
told me that when we will win we will go to support those 
Cabindans, but in the end he changed. He started saying: 
No, Cabinda is a part of Angola, Cabinda is [pauses]... 

Let us to find a solution with the Angolan Government. 


{[Amosu] But the MPLA is being just as careless as 
UNITA about Cabinda. 


[Puna] UNITA is saying that he will not fight in Cab- 
inda. That is what he said, but now he is fighting. 


[Amosu] But the MPLA is not doing anything about 
Cabinda either. 


[Puna] The MPLA is administrating the situation there. 
He lost so many places, but he is there, he is present in 
Cabinda for long. 


{[Amosu] But not popular. 
[Puna] If it is not popular this is not me to say. [end 


MB2405 195093 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 May 93 


[Statement by General Ariur Vinama, of the Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola on 24 May; place not 
given—first paragraph is studio introduction] 


[Text] General Artur Vinama, of the Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola jFALA], told the Voice of 
Resistance of the Black Cockerel today that U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's recognition of the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola-Labor Party [MPLA-PT] 
was an error of unpredictable consequences. 


[Begin Vinama recording] Honestly, U.S. recognition of 
the MPLA government will have completely negative 
effects in the general sense of the word. That is because 
nothing else (?can be) done. Nothing else will move 
forward unless we apply pressure on the MPLA on the 
ground. We must take Soyo, Bie, Menongue, and 
Malange. We must hit them in their own homes in 
Luanda. We must (?attack) the Futungo de Belas Palace, 
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break down the houses in Luanda’s Alvalade Ward. 
Then all those creoles, who do not want to lose their good 
life, will change their tune. Otherwise, our detainees will 
continue to be detainees suffering all sorts of vicissitudes 
and torture. I am very doubtful that, unless we opt for 
this path and fight with bravery [words indistinct] the 
United States [words indistinct] that administration 
(words indistinct] we are committed and we will survive. 
The MPLA will lose [words indistinct] no FALA soldier 
will ever (?question his party). I would also like to take 
this opportunity to send a message to our brave col- 
leagues, soldiers, noncommissioned officers, and senior 
officers: Defend your fatherland with the hope of 
achieving freedom and democracy for it [words indis- 
tinct] war. Thank you very much. [end recording] 


Mozambique 
Mocumbi Praises U.S. tion of 
Recogni Angola 


MB2305 113593 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 1100 
GMT 23 May 93 


[Text] Mozambique’s foreign minister, Dr. Pascoal Moc- 
umbi, has said that the recognition by the United States 
of the Angolan Government was a decision that his 
government had expected and praised the move. Dr. 
Mocumbi told the Maputo weekly DOMINGO news- 
paper that the U.S. Administration has an intention to 
apply an American policy. The Mozambican foreign 
minister also said he expects this policy to contribute for 
the pacification and normalization of life in southern 
Africa. Dr. Mocumbi said the recognition will allow an 
efficient dialogue between the U.S. Administration and 
the Angolan Government as well as between the Luanda 
government and the opposition UNITA [National 
Union tor the Total Independenve of Angola]. 


Chissano Leaves for Economic Summit 25 May 


MB25051104° » Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0900 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano left for Libreville, 
Gabon, about one hour ago, to attend an Afro-American 
summit meeting. The meeting, to be attended by 15 
heads of state and 4,000 invited guests, will examine 
economic problems facing Africa. 


In the Gabonese capital, President Chissano will holds 
talks with George Moose, U.S. assisiant secretary of state 
for African Affairs. On 28 May, the Mozambican head of 
state will begin an official visit to Tunisia. 


Renamo Occupies Nampula Administrative Region 
MB2305171393 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 23 May 93 


[Text] Daniel Cupeia, administrator of Nampula Prov- 
ince’s Erati-Nacaroa District, says that the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo] occupied the capital of 
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the Ntata administrative region in mid-March in viola- 
tion of the Rome accord. He said Renarno never con- 
trolled any region of his district before the signing of the 
Cupeia said that in occupying the distric:, Renamo did 
not use violent means, though it enlisted the support of 
Naia, a traditional chief who command: a great deal of 
influence in the area. 


Manica Pafemo Expels Maputo Party Leaders 


MB2405 124293 Maputo Radio Mozam’/aque Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] The Mozambique Federal Party, Pafemo, in 
Manica Province, has expelled Secretary General 
Juma, and head of [word indistinct] Office, Issa Saide, 
all based in Maputo. The Pafemo Party in Manica 
decided to expel the leadership members in Maputo for 
not agreeing with the expulsion of Pafemo President 
Mariano Bordina. 

The announcement of Bordina’s expulsion was made last 
Saturday [22 May] during Pafemo’s constitutional con- 
ference. Bordina had announced that his party had more 
than 2,000 armed men inside the country. 


A Pafemo communique in Manica says Bordina’s expul- 
sion constitutes a violation of the party statutes, inas- 
much as only the congress or 75 percent of the members 
of the Pafemo Council can decide to expel or dimiss the 
president. 


Namibia 


Troops, Armored Vehicles Leave for Cambodia 


MB2505060793 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2051 
GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] Windhoek May 24 SAPA—The first Namibian 
troops and armoured vehicles to serve in an interna: 
tional peace-keeping force will leave the country on 
Tuesday [25 May] to assist United Nations operaiions in 
Cambodia. A Defence Force spokesman said the full 
complement of 43 troops, mainly drivers and techni- 
cians, and their armoured vehicles would be in Cam- 
bodia by the end of the week. 


The reinforced platoon would be involved in the escort 
of supply convoys and would render a general support 
role. 


Namibia last week announced it would lease 15 locally 
manufactured armoured Wolf turbo Casspirs to the 
UN's Cambodia peace-keeping operation, where troops 
have demanded more protection against attacks by 
Khmer Rouge guerillas. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 23 


Swaziland 


Poiice Con/rm Arrest of Nine Political Activists 


MB2505071593 Mbabane Swazi Television in siSwati 
1730 GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] Police Spokesman Inspector Azariah Ndzimandze 
has told us that it is true that nine people were arresicd 
over the weekend for holding an illegal gathering in 
Manzini. We have a report: 


[Swaziland Television Broadcasting Corporation 
Reporter Lukhele}] Confirming this, Inspector Azariah 
Ndzimandze said it was indeed true that some political 
activists were arrested on Saturday [22 May} for holding 
a meeting without permission from the commissioner of 
police. Inspector Ndzimandze said among them is 
Mphandlana Shongwe, Mbho Shongwe and Glenrose 
Diamini. They appeared briefly in court in Manzini 
today and were charged with gathering illegally. They 
were, however, granted free bail and are to appear in 
court at a later date. However, there are those that have 
also been charged with breaking their bail conditions set 
previously following a demonstration at Nkhaba. They 
are tO appear in court tomorrow to answer to the charge. 


[Begin video recording] [Ndzimandze] Mr. Lukhele 
there are political activists that were arrested on Sat- 
urday. They were arrested for holding an illegal gath- 
ering. We had warned them prior to the meeting that 
they needed permission according to the law. They 
however did not request permission hence the arrests. 


{[Lukhele] How many did you arrest and what were they 
charged with? 


{[Ndzimandze] Nine were arrested, but I heard today that 
the court released them. However, those that had been 
charged previously on other counts at Lobamba have 
broken their bail conditions and are to appear in court 
tomorrow. Mr. Lukhele, there are many instances w en 
they have been advised to request permission. In an issue 
like this, when anyone needs to hold a political gathering, 
the station commander of that area—if they follow the 
given channels to perhaps hold a march—needs to know 
in order to arrange for their safety. Should they, for 
instance hold a political gathering, there may be others 
who do not agree with their views who might choose to 
attack them, and this would then cause a problem for the 
station commander in the area concerned. That is why 
we encourage anyone wanting to convene such a gath- 
ering to get permission. 

{Lukhele] On the issue of bail, inspector, what dia they 
have to pay? 


[Ndzimandze] To my knowledge they got free bail, that 
1s, those that were released. They are known residents. 
However, those that were previously arrested on other 
counis at Lotamba, including Mphandlana, are to 
appear in cou” tomorrow. 
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{Lukhele] Should they be found guilty on a charge of 
illegal gathering, what sentence would they get? 


{[Ndzimandze] I cannot say, Mr. Lukhele, as its rather 
some time since I looked at the law concerned. However 
they have been charged with an offense and will get 
sentenced if found guilty. [end recording) [Mbabane 
TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English on 25 May on 
pages 1, and 32 notes that six members of the Swaziland 
Youth Congress, Swayoco, who had been arrested at the 
weekend were released 24 May. However, the Manzini 
Magistrate’s Court refused to release Swayoco “Field 
Marshal” Peter “Mphandlana” Shongwe. Among those 
arrested were: Brothers Jabulane and Michael Shekwa; 
Swaziland National Front Secretary General Glenrose 
Diamini; Robert Khumalo; Mbongeni Simelane; 
Bhomeni Tsela, and Mashukumisa Shongwe. ] 


Zimbabwe 


Former Editor Faces Contempt Charges Over 
Sources 


MB2505082693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2155 
GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] Harare May 24 SAPA—A former editor whose 
exposure of crooked dealings five years ago forced top 
government ministers, MPs and senior civil servants in 
Zimbabwe to resign is facing imprisonment for refusing 
to reveal the identities of his sources. 


Geoff Nyarota, ex-editor of Bulawayo’s daily newspaper 
THE CHRONICLE, is being sued for R{rand]24,000 in 
the high court in Harare by Foreign Minister Nathan 
Shamuyarira. 


FBIS-AFR-93-099 
25 May 1993 


The minister has denied allegations that he was involved 
in the “Willowgate scandal” in which top government 
officials and ministers were buying cars cheaply through 
a special political dispensation, and then reselling them 
at enormous profits. 


Mr. Nyarota was asked on Monday in court to reveal his 
sources, but refused. He was told that if he persisted in 
refusing the judge would be asked to send him to jail for 
contempt of court. 


Mr. Nyarota said senior policemen and workers at the 
state-owned Willowvale Motor Corporation had sup- 
plied him information. 


But when Advocate Adrian de Bourbon asked him to 
name his sources, the former editor said: “I have never 
been prepared to disclose their names, and I would like 
my confidential sources to remain confidential.” 


Mr. de Bourbon said he would put the question again to 
Mr. Nyarota on Wednesday [26 May] when the case 
resumes, and “‘if the witness persists with his refusal then 
an application will be made to have him committed for 
contempt”. 


The investigative stories by Mr. Nyarota and his staff 
resulted in a commission of inquiry. Ministers and 
officials were publicly exposed as corrupt and more than 
a dozen were jailed for illegal profiteering. Most, how- 
ever, were later granted amnesty by President Robert 
Mugabe. 


Mr. Nyarota’s crusade was unprecedented in post- 
independence Zimbabwe as he defied bribes and threats 
against his life to pursue the scandal. He is regarded as 
striking a dramatic blow for press freedom in a country 
where ruling party officials routinely dictated to the local 
press what they could publish. 


Mr. Mugabe had him removed from his post in 1989. 
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Cote d'Ivoire 


Detained University Students Released 22 May 


AB2205220693 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 1900 GMT 
22 May 93 


[Text] Following violent acts at the Cocody university 
campus on 19 April during a student rally, 45 of them 
were arrested and arraigned in court. Investigations were 
opened and the accused were detained. 


At the end of the first round of investigations and at the 
request of the court, the students were today released. 
The legal procedure, however, is taking its normal 
course. 


FESCI Leader, Delegation Thrown Out of 
Abengourou 


AB2205221093 Abidjan LA VOIE in French 
22-23 May 93 p 2 


[Text] Martial Joseph Ahipeaud, the Federation of Uni- 
versity and High School Students of Cote d'Ivoire 
[FESCI] union secretary general, was sequestered for 
four hours by the Abengourou police and subsequently 
expelled manu militari from the town. He was leading a 
five-member FESCI delegation comprising Jean Ble 
Guirao, Theophile Gballou, Dan The Appolos, and 
Slyvain Brou Kohi. 


The FESCI secretary general was going to Abengourou to 
launch an information campaign. Unfortunately, the 
delegation he was leading was not going to be allowed 
into Abengourou as a joint police and Gendarmerie 
squad was standing by for them. The squad included the 
deputy mayor whose military gait portended a bad time 
ahead for Martial Ahipeaud and his unfortunate com- 
rades. They were going to be marched straight to the 
police station. 


Informed about the situation, hundreds of students 
trooped down to the police station and besieged it uniil 
the authorities, smelling trouble ahead, decided to put 
Ahipeaud and his comrades aboard a vehicle and drive 
them out of town. They were driven right away to the 
edge of Abengourou. According to the local administra- 
tive authorities, FESCI has not been authorized to 
operate in Abengourou. Definitely, the Democratic 
Party of the Ivory Coast and its leader, who has flown to 
Paris aboard a Concorde, are scared to death of a trade 
union which does not aim to seize state power. This is 
quite unfortunate. 
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Ghana 


Reportage on German Foreign Minister’s Visit 


Kinkel on Relations With Africa 


AB2105 135593 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 2000 GMT 20 May 93 


[Text] The German foreign minister, Dr. Klaus Kinkel, 
has said Africans, like all others, can take their destiny 
into their own hands. He said Ghana’s developmental 
efforts underline this genuine observation. Dr. Kinkel 
made this observation at a news conference in Accra. 
Theresa Atordjiyere was there for GBC radio news: 


[Atordjiyere] Dr. Kinkel, who is in the country for the 
conference of German ambassadors in sub-Saharan 
Africa which ended today, said Germany has developed 
10 guidelines on her policy on the African Continent. He 
said by holding the conference in Ghana, his country 
wants to set up a political signal for a new start of 
friendly relations and good partnership. 


Dr. Kinkel was of tk. view that his discussions with the 
president, Flight Lieutenant Rawlings, and his Ghanaian 
counterpart, Dr. Obed Asamoah, have proved that the 
two countries are on the way to a good start in both 
political, economic, and cultural relations. He praised 
Ghana’s democratic efforts and said with integrity, it is 
possible for Ghanaians to develop new and firm demo- 
cratic structures. Dr. Kinkel therefore encouraged the 
government to hold on to the reform policy it has 
embarked upon. He assured Ghana of his country’s 
continued assistance, which will be based on self- help. 


Dr. Kinkel hoped Ghana’s debt problem with the former 
GDR will lead to a new solution. He said the West must 
come to grips with the problems facing Africa and help 
solve them. He admitted that aid to Africa has not been 
satisfactory. The foreign minister said the collapse of the 
Cold War has brought about new relations and opportu- 
nities to the benefit of the developing countries. He said 
for far too long, the international community has con- 
centrated on East-West tension and the reunification of 
Germany. 


On the situation in Togo, the German foreign minister 
said his country and France are putting in all efforts to 
bring the situation under control, and to seek a lasting 
solution. He said his country continues to watch the 
situation in Togo and hopes for a peaceful change in the 
country. 


Minister Departs 


AB2205075693 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1300 GMT 21 May 93 


[Text] The German foreign minister, Mr. Klaus Kinkel, 
has returned home after attending a five-day meeting of 
over 40 German ambassadors in sub-Saharan Africa 
held in Accra. Speaking before departure, Mr. Kinkel 
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expressed the hope that the government and the opposi- 
tion parties in Ghana would endeavor to make the 
Fourth Republic a success. This is because Germany has 
followed Ghana's democratic process with appreciation. 
He hinted that about DM350 million, being part of 
Ghana’s debt owed Germany, has already been canceled 
and he promised that his country will further examine 
the rest of the debt Ghana owes her. 


Touching on the meeting, Mr. Kinkel said an important 
outcome of it was the invitation extended to Ghana’s 
foreign minister, Dr. Obed Asamoah, to visit Germany 
soon. According to the German foreign minister, he and 
his entourage are most grateful to President Rawlings 
and the people of Ghana for allowing them to hold the 
meeting in Accra. Mr. Kinkel disclosed that the confer- 
ence adopted what he called the 10 Guiding Principles of 
ay will be viewed as the German foreign policy 
or Africa. 


Rawlings Receives Delegation on Liberian Crisis 


AB2505073593 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] A special delegation on the Liberian crisis today 
held discussions with President Jerry John Rawlings at 
the Castle Osu. The delegation was composed of Trevor 
Gordon-Somers, UN special representative to Liberia; 
Dr. Abass Bundu, executive secretary of the Economic 
Community of West African States [ECOWAS]; and 
Major General Adetunji Olorin, ECOMOG [ECOWAS 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] field commander. Tina 
Teoda reports: 


[Begin Teoda recording] The delegation briefed Presi- 
dent Rawlings on the stages that the peace process in 
Liberia has to go through to achieve a negotiated solu- 
tion to the crisis there. Speaking to newsmen after the 
briefing, the executive secretary of ECOWAS, Dr. Abass 
Bundu, said that ECOMOG is trying to create an envi- 
ronment that will enable Charles Taylor to realize that 
the path to power is not through aggression, but through 
the ballot box. He said it is also necessary for Liberians 
to acknowledge that a peaceful solution is necessary for 
the crisis. Dr. Bundu made it clear that even though he is 
optimistic that a negotiated solution will be achieved, it 
is important that the history of Liberian crisis is not 
ignored in the planning and implementation of the peace 


process. 


Mr. Gordon-Somers said no timetable has yet been set 
for elections, which will come only after all the warring 
factions cease fire. He said discussions are still going on 
with ECOWAS countries on how to enforce peace. Mr. 
Gordon-Somers commanded ECOMOG for the excel- 
lent job it is doing in Liberia. 

Present at the meeting were Captain Kojo Tsikata, a 
member of tse Council of State; and Alhaji Mahama 
Iddrisu and Dr. Obed Asamoah, ministers of defense 
and foreign affairs. 
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Guinea 


DPRK Vice President, Delegation Arrive 22 May 


AB2305211693 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique de Guinee in French 1945 GMT 22 May 93 


[Text] The DPRK vice president arrived in our country 
this morning. The two sides will exchange views on the 
various facets of Guinea-DPRK cooperation. His Excel- 
lency Yi Chong-ok and his entourage were received at 
the Conakry-Gbessia Airport by Ibrahima Sylla, minister 
of foreign affairs and cooperation. Shortly after his 
arrival, the Korean vice president made the following 
statement to Ibrahima Karimou Sylla Issoufou: 


(Begin Yi recording in Korean, fading into French trans- 
lation] I have just set foot on the soil of Conakry, your 
country’s capital, to begin a visit to the Republic of 
Guinea in my high capacity as special envoy of the great 
leader, Comrade Kim Il-song, president of the DPRK. I 
would first like to sincerely thank the Government and 
people of Guinea for the warm reception and hospitality 
accorded us and to convey to the Guinean people the 
cordial salutations of the Korean people. 


As members of the Nonaligned Movement and as devel- 
Oping nations, our two countries—D?RK and Guinea— 
have maintained strong, longstanding friendly relations 
based on mutual support and close cooperation. We are 
pleased to note that the bonds of friendship and cooper- 
ation between our two countries have been broadening 
and developing steadily, in spite of the unfavorable 
world economic environment. For us, it is a great plea- 
sure to be afforded the opportunity to see for ourselves 
the success recorded by the Government and people of 
Guinea under the leadership of his excellency, the 
esteemed President Lansana Conte, in their efforts to 
foster national unity and execute the national recovery 


program. 


During this visit, we will exchange views with the 
Guinean leadership on various matters of common 
interest, including that of further developing the bonds 
of friendship and cooperation between our two coun- 
tries. We are convinced that our visit will be crowned 
with success, thanks to the Guinean Government's 
inspiring attention. [end recording} 


Liberia 


ECOMOG Bombs Yekekpa; Vaccinations 
Disrupted 


AB2105 134593 Gbarnga Radio ELBC in English 1900 
GMT 20 May 93 


[Text] Nigerian mercenary jet bombers have again car- 
ried out sabotage operations against the humanitarian 
activities of Medecins Sans Frontieres [Doctors Without 
Borders, MSF]-Belgium in Greater Liberia. Three Nige- 
rian ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] war planes on 
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Tuesday [18 May] carried out a sabotage mission in and 
around Yekekpa during an MSF [word indistinct] vacci- 
nation campaign in (?Setta) and its surrounding towns. 


According to an employee of MSF-Belgium, Mr. James 
Mentee, a MSF vaccination campaign which was in 
progress, [and] aimed at immunizing children against 
prevalent childhood diseases, was disrupted during the 
sabotage and left mothers running with their babies for 
cover. Areas around the town of Bapa, near Yekekpa, 
where the vaccination was being carried out, were hit 
with three cluster bombs. Mr. Mentee said the incident, 
which has caused some setback to their immunization 
program, follows threats by ECOMOG officials to all 
nongovernmental organizations in Greater Liberia, 
including MSF-Belgium, to stop operating in this part of 
the country in order to starve the people. 


Sources within ECOMOG reveal that top ECOMOG 
officials and the executive secretary of ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States], Mr. Abass 
Bundu, are displeased over the refusal by humanitarian 
Organizations and the UN to comply with their request 
and use the battlefield to bring in relief supplies to 
Greater Liberia. 


Mali 


Foreign Minister Leaves for Germany 23 May 


AB2505072593 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 1500 GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] Mohamed Alhousseini Toure, minister of foreign 
affairs, Malians abroad, and African integration, left 
Bamako last night for Bonn, Germany, to attend the 
intergovernmental German-Malian consulatative 
meeting slated from 24 to 26 May. Germans and Malians 
will review the cooperation relations between the two 
countries in fields such as rural development, health, 
infrastructure, and development of human resources. 


Niger 


Issoufou on Dialogue with Rebels 


LD2405214393 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 24 May 93 


{Interview with Niger Prime Minister Mahamadou Iss- 
oufou by correspondent Murielle Pomponne; place and 
date not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Pomponne] Does your government intend to 
renew the dialogue with the school and student organi- 
zations? 


[Issoufou] The government is always open to dialogue. It 
is, unfortunately, the students who broke off this process 
of dialogue, which started with the new authorities as 
soon as they were installed. We inherited a catastrophic 
situation in the schools, where the students and teachers 
had not been going to class for several months. We 
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assessed the situation as it stood, and we noted that the 
real time spent in class during the academic year was 
considerably less than the stipulated academic min- 
imum. This led us first to declare the school year null and 
void, but another problem which those in education are 
encountering is the payment of their scholarships, but 
this is what we have inherited. This is not the result of 
our management. This is what the students should 
understand. As it is, faced with our inheritance, we have 
no immediate solutions. The situation cannot change 
from one day to the next. 


I spoke of our determination to increase tax revenues, 
but you know that to increase tax revenues there is gap 
between the time when the measures are taken and when 
they begin to take effect. This can last months, but we 
think that if the dialogue were to be resumed we would 
provide explanations and information to the students so 
as to allow for a better understanding of the difficulties 
affecting the country at the moment. 


[Pomponne] Mr. Prime Minister, you also committed 
yourself to settling the issue of the Tuareg rebellion as 
quickly as possible. Do you have any reasons to be 
optimistic? 


[Issoufou] Quite definitely. I have every reason to be 
optimistic. I think that one of the rebellion’s causes was 
that the people, be they Tuareg, or those belonging to 
other nationalities, were excluded from the management 
of power. However, since the vote on the constitution on 
26 December 1992, Niger is committed to a democratic 
process which has unfolded well—the elections proved 
this—so the system is now in place. The regime that is in 
power at the moment in Niger is one that favors the 
participation of the people in the management of their 
own affairs and the participation of the people in the 
creation of the political will, including that of the central 
authority through the assembly, which should control 
the executivee and so on. So we think that on the 
apolitical front [as heard], the conditions exist today to 
begin calm dialogue with the rebellion. 


{[Pomponne] Has this dialogue already been started? 


[Issoufou] At the moment the authorities are preparing 
themselves to resume this dialogue with the rebellion 
quite quickly, but please allow me not to say any more on 
this subject. 


Nigeria 


Workers Protest Over Wage Increase 


AB2205 120093 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 21 May 93 


[Text] All textile factories in Kaduna town have been 
closed down indefinitely after a violent protest by some 
workers today. The workers, who were agitating for a 
55-percent wage increase with six months arrears, 
burned down the five-storey office complex of their 
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union along By-pass Road, Kaduna. About seven vehicles, 
including cars of union officials, were also set ablaze by the 
protesters. Our correspondent, who visited the scene, 
reports that property worth thousands of naira was 
destroyed by the textile workers. Armed policemen are 
guarding the place as well as all textile factories. When our 
correspondent visited the factories, window glasses were 
seen smashed. According to a union official, the unions 
were acting on hearsay emanating from a (? Chinese) band 
in one of mills that workers’ wages have been increased by 
52 percent with three months’ arrears. The official said the 
workers were made to believe that union members have 
diverted the increase for private purposes. Already, he 
said, the workers were enjoying 45-percent increase since 
May last year, and the alleged new increase was not 
correct. Some of the workers spoken to, however, said that 
union officials were conniving with management to 
deprive them of their privilege. The announcement of only 
35-percent wage increase by the union yesterday sparked 
off the violent protest today. When our correspondent 
visited the police headquarters to inquire if any arrests had 
been made, the police public relations officer said they 
were still investigating and compiling data, and [an] 
announcement would be made in due course. 


Central Bank Assumes Control of 5 Commercial 
Banks 


AB2205 154093 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 21 May 93 


{Text] The Central Bank has taken over the affairs of five 
commercial banks. The banks are: The New Nigerian Bank, 
Mercantile Bank of Nigeria, African Continental Bank, Pan 
African Bank, and Cooperative and Commerce bank. The 
deputy governor of the Central Bank, Mr. Victor Odozi, told 
newsmen today in Abuja that the action was to check the 
deteriorating financial conditions of the banks. Mr. Odozi 
said that all corrective measures by the regulatory authority 
to resolve financial problems in the past failed as their 
owners did not respond to efforts aimed at recapitalizing the 
banks. 


The deputy governor said independent auditors should 
be appointed to prepare up-to-date report on statement 
of affairs of the affected banks. The Central Bank will 
have constituted new boards for the five commercial 
banks. The Nigerian Deposit Insurance Corporation will 
now assume responsibility for the affected banks. 


ECOWAS Head on ‘Corridor of Tranquility’ 


AB2205 133093 Paris AFP in English 2047 GMT 
21 May 93 


[Text] Lagos, May 21 (AFP)}—The Nigerian-led peace- 
keeping force in Liberia has set up a “corridor of 
tranquility” to supervise the movements of humani- 
tarian organizations, the secretary general of ECOWAS 
announced here Friday [18 May]. 


Abbas Bundu, head of the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS), accused “international relief 
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agencies and non- government organizations in Liberia” of 
causing trouble for the ECOMOG peacekeeping force. 


““Recent evidence has revealed that these agencies, in the 
execution of their humanitarian activities, do not devote 
all their time and energy exclusively to humanitarian 
work,” he said. 


Their actions were “inimical to the security of 
ECOMOG forces and, indeed, to the security of the 
civilian population as well,” he added. 


Bundu did not give examples, but sources close to ECOWAS 
have suspected that ECOMOG’s chief adversaries in 
Liberia, the National Patriotic Front of Charles Taylor, 
have been using humanitarian agency trucks to import food 
and military supplies from Ivory Coast [Cote d’Ivoire]. 


On May 8 he announced the suspension of all aid 
activities in Liberia until the corridor had been set up. 


Bundu called on the humanitarian organizations to co- 
operate “fully” by keeping within the ECOMOG cor- 
ridor, which starts at the central port of Buchanan and 
runs through Harlansville, Bokobli, Saukobli to the Lac- 
Plantation crossroads. 


ECOMOG said it had ordered ships carrying supplies to 
Liberia to unload at Buchanan, with aid convoys—to be 
searched prior to leaving—escorted to NPFL-held regions. 


On the continuing negotiations with Taylor, the rebel whose 
1990 invasion of Liberia led to the overthrow of dictator 
Samuel Doe and the current civil war, Bundu said 
ECOMOG was approaching them “with the benefit of 
history and experience in dealing with Charles Taylor.” 


Although ECOWAS mandaied the Nigerian-dominated 
force to try to keep the peace in Liberia, increasingly 
ECOMOG has become the virtual military wing of the 
interim government in Monrovia in its battle against Tay- 
lor’s forces. 


Niger To Cooperation in Liberian Crisis 


AB2405 184093 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 21 May 93 


[Excerpt] Niger Republic has promised to cooperate fully 
with the Economic Community of West African States, 
ECOWAS, in its effort to find a lasting solution to the 
Liberian crisis. 


The newly elected president of Niger Republic, Alhaji 
Mahamane Ousmane, made the pledge in Abuja at a state 
banquet held in his honor by President Ibrahim Babangida. 
President Ovsmane also promised to sustain the friendship 
and cooperation agreement between his country and 


Nigeria. [passage omitted] 
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Senegal 


Two Suspects Arrested in Council Chairman’s 


AB2105 153393 Dakar PANA in English 1505 GMT 
21 May 93 


(Text] Dakar, 21 May (PANA)—Two suspects have been 
arrested in connection with last Saturday’s [15 May] 
assassination of the vice-president of Senegal’s Consti- 
tutional Council, Babacar Seye, well informed sources in 
Dakar said on Friday. 


The Senegalese News Agency (APS) said in a dispatch to 
PANA that a prominent member of the group believed 
to have carried out the assassination had been arrested 
and that documents had also been seized. 


Meanwhile, a Senegalese daily SUD quoted reliable 
sources as saying the two suspects had been arrested in 
Gambia Wednesday [19 May] night and extradited to 
Senegal. SUD did not say when the extradition took 
place but said two other suspects had fled to Guinea- 
Bissau. APS said the police were still looking for the 
other members of the group of suspected assassins. 


Among those who have been questioned by the police in 
connection with the assassination are the opposition 
leader Abdoulaye Wade and several leading members of 
his Social Democratic Party. They were held from 
Sunday [16 May] to Tuesday [17 May]. 


The vice-president of Senegal’s Constitutional Court, 
Babacar Seye, was shot dead by unknown people on 
Saturday as he was being driven home from his place of 
work. 


‘Brains’ Behind Assassination Arrested 
AB2405 185093 Dakar PANA in French 1351 GMT 
24 May 93 


[Text] Dakar, 24 May (APS-SEN/PANA)—A person 
suspected to be the “brain behind the group that com- 
mitted the crime” against Mr. Babacar Seye, vice presi- 
dent of Senegal’s Constitutional Council, was arrested 
this morning, a Senegalese Government communique 
announced. 


The communique, which reached the Senegalese news 
agency today, stated that this arrest “substantiates the 
Senegalese authorities’ determination not to leave any 
stone unturned in shedding full light on the matter.” 


The vice president of the country’s Constitutional 
Council was shot dead in Dakar on 15 April [as 
received]. 
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Sierra Leone 


Rebels Reportedly Resume Attacks in South 


AB2405 123393 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 22 May 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Hopes in Freetown that Foday Sankoh’s rebellion 
in southern Sierra Leone might be on its last legs may 
have been rather premature. An attack near Pujehun this 
week not only suggests that Sankoh’s RUF [Revolu- 
tionary United Front] is still capable of embarrassing 
government forces, but it has also raised fears that an old 
conflict may be resurfacing, and as Alhassan Sylla 
reports from Bo, it is something the current head of the 
Army, Brigadier Jusu Gottor, knows all about: 


(Begin recording) The nearly two-month-old lull in 
fighting in the Pujehun district was violently shattered 
last Wednesday [19 May] when rebels ambushed a 
military patrol, killing four government soldiers, 
including one lieutenant. Another government soldier 
was seriously injured, and is now lying in a state of coma 
at the field hospital here in Bo. Sources close to the 
military here said that the patrol, which was carrying 
food rations and other supplies to troops in Pujehun, was 
ambushed between the towns of Masanbaka and Yoni, 
an area less than 5 km from Pujehun township itself. The 
rebels are also reported to have launched a volley of 
rocket propelled grenades onto the patrol vehicle fol- 
lowing the ambush. 


This latest incident, coming at a time when people here 
think that the insurgence has been dispensed with in the 
south, has again raised questions about the stubbornness 
of these so-called rebels. In a recent interview with a 
leading local newspaper, Brigadier Gottor said that the 
rebel crisis in Pujehun district had assumed the dimen- 
sion of the Ndobowusu crisis in that district in 1982, 
when a group of young men and women banded them- 
selves into a secret court and carried out revenge killings 
on their opponents following some political upheavals 
there that year. In the end, it was Brigadier Gottor 
himself, then a major in the Army, who led a military 
intervention force that violently crushed the killer move- 
ment, or so it seemed. 


Now |! years later, and with him as head of the Army, 
Jusu Gottor intimated in the newspaper interview that 
the Ndobowusu cult appears to have found convenience 
in rearing its ugly head alongside the rebels. What will 
happen to this purported ghastly resurgence of the 
Ndobowusu this time remains to be seen, but what is 
clear however is that it has now set itself on a macabre 
collision course with a very determined Army. [end 
recording] 
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Army on USS. Criticism of Rebel Treatment 


AB2505071693 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 23 May 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{Text] The military authorities in Sierra Leone are 
reacting with some prickliness to criticism from the 
United States ambassador over treatment of rebels. The 
U.S. envoy, Lauralee Peters, this week warned the Army 
that the U.S. was closely monitoring how the Army 
treated both captured rebels and civilians in the areas of 
conflict in the south and cast. Now the head of the 
military in the war zone, Colonel J.D. Jonni, has made a 
point of saying that the amnesty declared a year ago for 
rebels who surrender is very much still in force. Alhassan 
Sylla reports from Bo: 


[Begin Sylla recording] Speaking to me at the military 
high command here in Bo, where he witnessed the 
arrival of a fresh batch of captured and surrendered 
rebels, Col. Jonni said that there was no need to kill those 
rebels who had taken advantage of the amnesty and 
surrendered because, as he put it, this will make a 
mockery of the government declaration on the amnesty. 
The brigade commander explained that his experience 
with ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] in Liberia, where 
captured and surrendered rebels were rehabilitated and 
taught new trades, had convinced him that rebels here 
can be made more useful citizens. He said, at the 
moment, the Army was only awaiting the green light 
from government to transfer the hundreds of captured 
rebels from the east and south into a rehabilitation 
camp. 


Col. Jonni disclosed that appeals have already been 
made to both the Red Cross and the Catholic Relief 
Services, who are currently taking care of displaced 
persons in the war-affected areas, to help in providing 
feeding and shelter for these captured rebels since they 
are fed only on rations meant for the Army. 


When I put it to him that the Army was only now bowing 
to international pressure and that his troops had in the 
past treated rebels their own way, the colonel replied, 
and I quote: We have not been killing anybody arbi- 
trarily. We have been screening rebels suspects in the 
past, and those found to have been forced or coerced into 
rebel ranks, were handed over to responsible citizens 
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who signed on their behalf. Col. Jonni shocked me by 
producing photographs of some prominent citizens 
within this community who in the past had signed for 
such suspects. 


On the war itself, the brigade commander said that 
although it was difficult to a put a time frame for its 
termination, he could, in the light of the string of 
successes by the Army, predict its conclusion in two 
months’ time. He concluded by making another pas- 
sionate appeal to the rebels to surrender and lay down 
their arms, assuring that they will be amnestied and 
properly taken care of. [end recording] 


Togo 


Two Explosions Reported in Lome; Two Injured 


AB2105 182393 Paris AFP in French 1108 GMT 
21 May 93 


[Excerpt] Lome, 21 May (AFP)}—Two young men were 
injured in two bomb attacks in Lome last night at the 
home of a military officer and at the Ethiopian Airlines 
office, it was noted there. 


On the night of 17 May, similar acts of aggression left 
four people injured in the homes of two politicians, 
supporters of President Gnassingbe Eyadema. According 
to witnesses, last night around 2030 (local time an# 
GMT), a man threw an explosive device at the gate of the 
residence of Lieutenant Koffi Akagnan, member of the 
“Security and Reconciliation 93 Force,” recently set up 
by the government to ensure law and order before and 
during the general elections slated for June and July. 


Two young men tried to put out the device, from which 
a burning fuse could be seen, by throwing sand on it. 
Both men were injured by the explosion, one on his legs 
and the other on his back. At almost the same time, 
another bomb exploded on the staircase leading to the 
Ethiopian Airlines office located in the mall at the Palm 
Beach International Hotel. There were no injuries. 


Questioned this morning by AFP, Colonel Sising Wala, 
commander of the National Gendarmerie, stated that 
those attacks are aimed at “showing that insecurity still 
prevails in Togo despite all our efforts.” According to 
him, their perpetrators, thus, hope to deter the people 
from participating in the coming elections. [passage 
omitted} 
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